
Captain’s Log 
ello I am looking forward to 
another year of golf on one of 
the best courses in the land 

and hope you are too.
As Captain, I want to do what I can to 
make sure that our physical assets, the 
course and the clubhouse, continue to 
be maintained to the highest level for 
the benefit of members, their guests 

and visitors. We have the expertise 
within our staff to do that, a 
Committee willing to do what it can 
to help and a budget costed 
accordingly.

We are so lucky to be able to enjoy 
good food in an outstanding setting 
either after golf or in the evening with 
friends and I look forward to seeing 
you there often. 
This newsletter and the website are 
valuable channels of communication 
and we will use them to keep you up 
to date with what work will be taking 
place over the year.

I am following on from a line of 
Captains who have worked hard for 
the benefit of members and will try to 
emulate them, though following on 
from David Campbell's achievements 
won't be easy. 

On a personal golfing level, I have put 
myself in Gareth's hands to see if I can 
become a half decent golfer again. He 
is working wonders with the Little 
Nicks, Juniors and the pro shop so I 
can't possibly be as big a challenge as 
he is trying to make out!

George Davidson

Ladies Section Captain’s 
Log
Now that Spring is here, it’s a new 
golfing year along with new golfing 
Captains and new Committees. All 
looking forward to a year of good 
weather, good golf and happy golfers.
The Ladies Section had their Business 
Meeting on a rather stormy night on 
the 27th February, attended by 42 
ladies. It was a lively meeting with lots 
of healthy debate, mostly over the 
yearlong trial of the new tee times for 
the Ladies Section Competition days. 
This will run until December 2017 
when the trial will be evaluated and 
reviewed. It will be really important to 
ensure that we use our times because 
if we don’t use them we will lose them. 
It was also the evening when we 
thanked Captain Sheena for an 
excellent year and hoped she would 
enjoy now being our Past Captain. We 
also thanked Katie Hodge and Moira 
Scott for their time on Committee.

As Captain of the Ladies Section, my 
aim for my Captaincy is to strengthen 
the relationships between all the 
categories within St Nicholas Golf 
Club, young and old, male and female, 
working and non-working, high and 
low handicappers and to ensure that 
they all have a voice and equal 
representation within our historic and 
prestigious Club. I firmly believe that 
effective communication is crucial to 
the running of any organisation. It is 
not always easy to maintain and 
achieve but it is worth striving for.

My chosen Charity for the year is the 
Renal Cancer Research Fund, a 
registered Charity set up by a local 
Cancer survivor and based in 
Prestwick. It is also known as the 
Green Ribbon Charity and so if you 
see any Green Collection cans around 
the Clubhouse please feel free to put 
in a few pence. Any further 
information can be found on 

www.renalcancerresearch.org

About Me
I am a scouser who came with my 
parents to Prestwick many moons ago.
I trained as a Chartered 
Physiotherapist in Glasgow and spent 
my professional life in the hospitals 
throughout Ayrshire finally finishing at 
the Ayr Hospital as the Manager of 
South Ayrshire and Deputy for all 

Physiotherapy Services within 
Ayrshire. I am married to Russell, a 
member of St Nicholas Golf Club, and 
I have been a member of the Club 
since 1988. My interests apart from 
golf are curling, skiing, bridge, 
holidays and most importantly my 
family.
Tricia Moss
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Diary Dates 
Ladies Day - (Followed by a dance)  
Saturday 20 May  
Invitation Foursomes  
Thursday 22 June  
Ladies Section Captain’s Day 
Thursday 29 June  
Betty Singleton  
Friday 28 July 
Ladies Outing to Stranraer  
 Friday 25 August 

http://www.renalcancerresearch.org
http://www.renalcancerresearch.org


I am now almost retired and believe I 
have the time to offer my services to 
Club and the Committee in whatever 
role is judged best. I believe my 
experience in other private members 
Clubs combined with my background in 
management will be an asset to the 
Club and I look forward to meeting and 
serving the wider membership.


The Professional 
Shop

The Proshop has been fairing well 
over the past few months since 
taking over as Head Professional. 
This is without doubt due to you, 
the membership for all of your 
support through what is a quieter 
time of the year. 

We have been taking delivery of all 
of our Summer stock over the past 
month or so and will continue to do 
so for the next coming month. 
Under Armour, Glenmuir, Footjoy, 
Sunderland and Ping are going to 
be this seasons clothing 
manufacturers with some great 
products already landing on the 
shop floor.

From a hardware point of view we 
are currently stocking Callaway, 
Titleist, Ping and Wilson and have 
demo clubs which you are more 
than welcome to try out. We can 
however get other brands and 
products that we are not stocking 
on the shop floor from our buying 
group Foremost Golf.

The use of the FlightScope Launch 
Monitor has been a huge success 
to date for both custom fitting and 
lessons so if you have not had a go, 
do yourself a favour and book in to 
have a shot at it.

Are you receiving our weekly 
newsletter and broadcast emails??? 
If not let us know and we will add 
you to the database. It's a great 
way to keep up to date with offers, 
lesson info and shop info. Simply 
pop into the shop and ask us to put 
your details into the system.

I would like to thank you all for your 
support over the past 9 months, it 
has been hugely appreciated.

Please continue to use our services 
for any advice or help. If there is a 
product out there that we don't 
have please see us first as 90% of 
the time we can price match & get 
the product in, if not better than 
what is out there.

We hope you all have a fantastic 
summer season.

Proshop Team  

More NewsIntroducing Your New Committee Members

Stuart Millar 
Although being a full 
member of the Club 
for over 20yrs it's 
only after retiring 
from a seagoing 
career 3 years ago 
that I have been able 
to play golf on a 

regular basis. I now have the time to put 
back into the Club and to assist on 
Committee in the role of Membership 
Convenor.

125th Anniversary Change of Date -  The original date clashed with the final round 
of THE OPEN so it will now be held on Sunday 15th October with a Celebration 
Evening on Saturday 14th October. More of this in the next Newsletter…

Neil Foggo 
I have been a 
member of 
Prestwick St 
Nicholas for 36 
years, joining as a 
junior at 12 years 
of age, following 
my father and 
grandfather. I have 

always enjoyed the competitive side of 
the Club along with the social side, 
squeezing my name on the odd piece of 
silverware along the way. Having spent 
so many years enjoying the fruits of 
others’ labour, I decided it was time I 
volunteered for Committee myself. My 
working life has been as an engineer 
with the NHS maintaining and 
modernising hospitals and health 
centres. Hopefully the knowledge of the 
Club I have gained over the years will 
serve the members well during my time 
on Committee.

Keith Carruthers 
I take this 
opportunity of 
introducing myself 
to you. I am a 
relatively recent 
member of 
Prestwick St 
Nicholas having 
relocated to Ayr 

from Lanark some 5 years ago . 
Previously I was a member of Lanark 
Golf Club for some 25 years and also a 
country member of Southerness Golf 
Club. My wife Sandra is also a member 
of the Club and since joining we have 
endeavoured to support the Club at all 
social and mixed events. 


Sandy Paterson 
I worked for more 
than 30 years in 
the Scottish Prison 
Service and first 
came to South 
Ayrshire in 2005 
when I 
transferred into 
HMP Kilmarnock. I 

joined St Nicholas after seeing a "come 
and try" advert in the local press. It is a 
very fine Club with friendly members 
and efficient, hard-working staff. I intend 
to serve as a member of the Committee 
in the same manner. 

Alex MacLeod 
IT and Club 
Website 
I joined St 
Nicholas Golf 
Club – for the 
second time - 
four years ago. I 
was a member 

from the late 1970s to the mid-1990s 
but a combination of work and family 
commitments meant I had to give up 
golf. I was a journalist for 40 years and 
have held senior editorial roles at the 
Sunday Mail, Daily Record and The 
Herald. I was also a consultant for the 
Thomson Foundation and have advised 
editors and newspaper owners in 
various countries, including China and 
Malaysia. I now look forward to my time 
on Committee, working for the benefit of 
the Club and its members.

NEW SNACK MENUS!
Grant has prepared new Snack Menus 

and from May will be running Steak 

Tuesdays, Curry Thursdays and Fish 

Fridays. Watch for details and please 

support these ventures. 



ew Ladies Section 
Committee 
Captain - Tricia Moss       
Mobile 07876222104

Past Captain - Sheena Spence
Secretary - Sheila Shedden
Treasurer - June Dempster
Handicap Secretary - Eleanor Noble
Greenlees Captain - Ann Wallace

Committee Members are; 
Ann Grant, Sue Reynolds, Sheila 
Bee, Christine MacLeod, Moyra 
Withycombe, Ann Forsythe, and 
Sandra Carruthers.
Our new golf season got off to a 
great start when 36 ladies took part 
in our fun 9-hole competition 
followed by lunch and a talk from 
Gareth, our Professional on the 
rules of golf along with a large 
display of clothing and stock from 
the shop. The weather was lovely if 
a bit chilly but the Clubhouse warm 
and busy. We were delighted to 
welcome several ladies from St 
Cuthberts who joined us for lunch 
and Gareth’s talk as well as 

spending some pennies on new golf 
apparel. Our golf winners were 
Irene Eland, Pippa Shaw and Mara 
Lindsay. Well done.
Monday 3rd April saw the ladies 
playing in teams of 3 with 3 clubs 
and a putter between them. Stormy 
conditions but great fun and makes 
you wonder why we have so many 
clubs in our bags!
The winning combination was.;
Moyra Withycombe, Margaret 
White and Evelyn Stoker.
The golf was followed by supper 
and then a very noisy game of 
Beetle and a raffle. This was to raise 
funds for our very successful 
Greenlees team. We wish them well 
in the new season.
Dundonald Links are hosting the 
Scottish Open and the Ladies Open 
in July. Marshals are required for 
both and forms are in the 
Clubhouse.

N
Ladies Section News!

JUNIOR SECTION 
The junior section continues to 
thrive coming out of  the winter 
months. This winter we 
implemented our junior order of  
merit and Sunday lunch. It proved 
hugely successful with numbers 
averaging 30 kids going out to 
play every Sunday. I unfortunately 
missed a few weeks due to being 
off  after my knee operation. 
However on my return I could not 
believe how the huge majority of  
the kids had improved when 
playing the course. Their speed of  
play and understanding of  the 
basic rules were first class. The 
kids now start their summer 
coaching programme which 
includes a mixture of  lessons and 
playing on the golf  course. I am 
really looking forward to seeing 
the handicaps tumble over the 
next few months. 
Little Nicks have also been going 
strong with an average of  15-18 

kids showing up weekly through 
the winter months. Impressive 
considering they are in the 6-8 
years of  age category and as we 
all know it's pretty chilly over the 
winter months.  
Both sections are now over 
subscribed with approximately 20 
kids on the Little Nicks waiting list 
and 11 on the full membership 
waiting list, a huge turn around 
from where we were just a year or 
so ago.  
I would like to thank all of  the 
volunteers, parents, coaches, 
junior convenor and committee 
for all of  their support, not 
forgetting you, the members who 
have been very supportive. I hope 
this continues. 
If  you are interested in helping 
out, all be it for an hour on the 
occasional Sunday afternoon 
during the summer months please 
pop into the shop and let us know. 
Gareth Hardy 

THE CLUB HAS THREE 
NEW LICENSED PGA 
LEVEL 1 COACHES 
Douglas Urquhart, Annette 
Paterson and Mark Hainey have 
successfully completed this course 
and will be heavily involved with the 
Little Nicks and juniors on 
Sundays.  
Working under the guidance of 
head coach Gareth Hardy they will 
take the kids through the technical 
models of golf while making the 
learning experience fun. 
Members can add to the golf 
experience by giving the 
youngsters time and 
encouragement on the course and 
as they move to and from the 
practice area. 
During the summer months the 
putting green and the practice nets 
will be reserved for young golfer 
instruction between 1 and 2pm 
each Sunday. 

AND WE’RE OFF! 
Congratulations to the winners of our 
competitions; 
The March medal, 1st class section, 
was won by Fraser Normansell with a 
net score of 62. Ed Clack took the 
2nd class honours with a 67. 
Gordon Adams recorded a 64 to win 
the April Medal (1st class) with Derek 
Gordon scoring 67 to top the 2nd 
class. 
In the Medal Finals Graeme Rennie 
won 1st class with a net 68. 
Alexander Henderson recorded the 
same score to win the 2nd class 
section.  
The RAF Victory Trophy winner was 
Raymond Bunting with a 65. 
Ian MacPhee was this year’s 
Hourston Trophy winner. 
The winner of the Monday Seniors 
group Winter Stableford eclectic 
competition was David Grant with a 
four-round total of 133. 
The Senior team suffered a heavy 
defeat on their first tie away to 
Largs.  
The draw for the Roger Casket is 
available on the club website. The 
Jubilee Bowl and Summer Fourball 
pairings are displayed on the 
noticeboard.



GREENSIDE 
It has been a busy winter for 
John and the boys with the 
normal winter programme being 
undertaken as well as extensive 
drainage works completed at the 
10th green and the 16th and 17th 
fairways. Additional work 
around the area of the 11th ladies 
tee will form part of the 2017/18 
winter programme.

A demonstration of a scarifier 
has been secured and this will be 
used to remove the coarse 
grasses on the right hand side of 
the 13th and 14th fairways which 
will encourage finer fescue 
grasses to establish.

Our verdi seeder will be brought 
into action for the first time this 
season over the next few weeks 
and will be used on walk off and 
sparse areas around the course.

The first seeding session of the 
season took place in mid-March 
and because of the terrific 
turnout of Club members this 
was completed in record time. A 
big thank you once again, to all 
who give a few hours of their 
time to assist, time and time 
again – it is very much 
appreciated. Also thanks to Past 
Captain David Campbell for 
digging deep into his pocket and 
treating everyone to a filled roll 
and coffee after our toils. If you 

are feeling guilty about missing 
out, don’t worry as there are 
another 3 divot sessions 
scheduled before the end of the 
season!!!! The more the merrier.

The divot box at the first tee has 
been refilled and the use of the 
seed containers would be greatly 
appreciated – every little helps.

Have a great season everyone.

Alistair Belford


