
JANUARY/ FEBRUARY
'Scarecrows' appear on the 10th 
Green to stop birds digging for 
Leatherjackets (or old golf balls)!  
The green was suffering from the 
unwanted attention so it was 
decided that black bags on poles 
would deter them - successfully 
it appears!
MARCH / APRIL
David Campbell takes up the 
Club Captaincy, with Sheena 
Spence the Ladies Section 
Captain for the year.  The Club 
introduced the new "Three Club" 

logo representing the links 
between us, Lanark and 
Prestwick Golf Clubs.
MAY / JUNE
Richard Gordon leaves the 
position of Club Professional to 
concentrate on Belleisle, leaving 
the door open for Gareth Hardy 

to take up the reigns.  The Club 
Open Day sees many prospective 
new members show interest in 

joining - 5 of which are Juniors.  
The Little Nicks have proved so 
popular that there is now a 
waiting list for membership.
'JULY AND THE OPEN IS 
AT ROYAL TROON'
Congratulations to all our 
Members who volunteered to 
be Marshals and Ball Spotters at 
the 7th Hole - this kept the 
name of Prestwick St Nicholas 
Golf Club to the fore.
JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Charity AM AM raises £8000+ for 
Diabetes UK and Ayrshire Cancer 
Support. Seven of our Juniors get 
to meet Rikki Fowler at Troon 
and our Ladies win the Louise 
Crooks trophy.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER/
DECEMBER
Our Ladies hold a successful 
Christmas Fair, Professor Purdie 
holds a successful talk on the 
Open Championship first tee 
shot painting and the Club Pro 
and Junior Convenor take a trip 
to Germany to foster relations 
with Holm GC in Hamburg - 
sharing many ideas with regards 
to growing and improving junior 
golf, and no doubt sharing a few 
local brews too!
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P R E S T W I C K  S T  N I C H O L A S  G O L F  C L U B

ST NICHOLAS LINK
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Captain David and Ladies Section Captain Sheena would like to take this opportunity to thank members of the 
Club for their ongoing support and wish you all a Happy Christmas and Good New Year.

2017 will be of special importance to Prestwick St Nicholas as the Club will celebrate having played for 125 years 
over the Links at Grangemuir Road. To celebrate this occasion a specially convened sub-group shall bring 
forward proposals for events, when all members of the Club can join in, dress and play golf as it would have been 
played on 7th May 1892, when this course was officially opened by Captain Larke who drove off the first tee with 
the left-handed driver made for the occasion by John Allan (Dates to be confirmed).
Let us all enjoy the year ahead among friends old and new, both for competitive and non-competitive golf on the 
course and also enjoy the many varied social occasions within in our Clubhouse.                             David & Sheena

“A rare sight on our course”



GREENSIDE 
The winter programme is well 
under way with work on the 
bunkers nearing completion. The 
drainage works adjacent to the 10th 
green has been repaired and 
appears to be working as planned. 
The 16th and 17th have also caused 
concern over the year with water 
gathering after heavy rainfall and 
remedial action on these areas will 
be taken in the coming weeks and 
hopefully these will be completed 
by the time you read this. Initially 
the 17th wasn't included in the 
2016/17 programme but it was 
felt, as this was the landing area for 
many of our members, an attempt 
to drain the water away from the 
fairway should be made.
Many of you have enquired who 
posts the course status onto the 

‘Home Page’ of the website.  These 
changes are made by the Head 
Green Keeper as he is on the course 
first and can immediately assess the 
playing conditions. During adverse 
weather conditions any changes are 
quickly posted to inform members 
wishing to play that day.

Thanks again to everyone who give 
up their time and take the effort to 
make our course a pleasure to play 
--- if you repair a pitch-mark, 
replace a divot, take out a seed 
container or are part of the 
volunteers who assist with the 
seeding sessions, it all helps and is 
very much appreciated.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 
from the greens staff.

JUNIOR SECTION 

The junior section started their 
winter order of merit on Sunday 6th 
November. This is an initiative we 
brought back and put into place after 
our trip to Hamburg Holm Golf Club 
in September. Kids have been 
attending every Sunday to play a 5-
hole competition off various tees 
according to skill level and handicap. 
Points are awarded for their 
attendance, their scores each week 
and for attending the junior lunch/
prize-giving each Sunday at 1pm 
where they are presented with a 
tasty hot lunch, a bag of sweets and a 
golf ball each no matter how they 
played on the day. The kids and 
parents have been thrilled by the 
new program and we have received 
nothing but fantastic feedback to 
date.  

The goal of the new program is to 
have every junior feel they are 
involved in not only playing golf 
weekly on the golf course but also 
being a member of Prestwick St 
Nicholas Golf Club and instilling the 
qualities of being a golf club member 
and using all facilities. In my opinion 
the game of golf should be a social 
event every time the member arrives 
at his or her chosen golf club, this 
should include catching up with 
friends over a coffee, having a game 
of golf and grabbing a spot of lunch 

after your game. We believe that the 
new program we have put into place 
enforces my above statement, 
generating future adult members of 
Prestwick St Nicholas Golf Club.  

The future is bright for Prestwick St 
Nicholas Golf Club junior section and 
it would not be possible without the 

support of the Committee, the Junior 
Convener, the volunteers and most 
importantly, you the golf club 
membership.  Thank you from us all 
for all of your support. 

Pro’s Piece 
Seasons greetings to you all from 
both myself and my staff in the 
Professional Shop here at Prestwick 
St Nicholas Golf Club. There are some 
fantastic times ahead for the Pro-
shop here at Prestwick St Nicholas in 
2017 with great product due in over 
the next few months. Keep up to date 
with our weekly newsletter and if you 
are not receiving it yet, please pop in 

to the shop so that we can register 
your details. We don't want you to 
miss out on anything. 
Both myself and my staff are here to 
cater to your every need so please 
look in at any point and we will gladly 
look after you and offer any advice 
needed. 
Once again have a fantastic 
Christmas and New Year. 

Gareth Hardy 

 "In winter railway sleepers edging 
pathways and steps can be slippery as 
can grass slopes surrounding raised tees 
and greens. Members are asked to  follow the 
club's on course health and safety guidance 
to avoid stepping on railway sleepers on the 
edges of paths and to use the steps provided 
to access raised tees and greens."

DIARY DATES

Hogmanay Party -  Sunday 31 December

Ladies Scottish Night - Friday 20 January

Gents Burns Supper - Friday 3 February

Ladies AGM - Thursday 24 February

* *

‘GUR’ AND THE TEMPORARY GREENSGUR is a mandatory rule, as far as we are concerned. This means the ball MUST be lifted if either the ball or your stance interferes with the marked GUR. Relief is taken to the nearest point of FULL relief from the GUR and then drop within one club length from there. This procedure should leave your ball not nearer the hole than its original position. 
This protects the temporary Greens for use when they are needed – usually when it is frosty! To this end walking, or taking your trolley or buggy over them, when they are soft will leave marks in them which will be hard to putt over when they are solid. A simple detour will protect them! 



I VOLUNTEERED TO WORK ON THE 
GREENKEEPING STAFF AT ROYAL 
TROON GC DURING THE OPEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP FROM SAT 9 JULY 
THROUGH TO SUN 17 JULY.
This was an experience I was very 
much looking forward to and would 
be a good addition to my CV. 
Prior to the Championship I was 
asked to attend a meeting with 
Course Manager Billy McLachlan to 
discuss my role during the week. 
Upon my arrival I was greeted by 
Billy holding a large wooden bunker 
rake, this was to be my baby for 
pretty much 50 hours of the Open 
week!!! Bunkers although a hazard 

were a concern for both the R and A 
and the Championship Committee 
with the best players in the world 
coming to town to play out them for 
the Claret Jug. 200 tonnes of sand 
was taken out in the weeks running 
up to the event as plugging was a 
concern. This provided me with a 
challenge during the week for 
getting in and out them! Billy 
explained how the R and A wanted 
them raked which was the same as 
the year before at St Andrews. I gave 
it a go and got the thumbs up from 
the boss and told that was perfect, 
the job was mine. Although I had 
taken annual leave from here to 
work at the Open I was under no 
illusion this was going to be a holiday 
and so it proved. 

On to the week itself - Sat and Sun 
morning alarm set for 03:30, 
uniform on into shed for 04:00, 
coffee during meeting and on the 
course for 04:15. Myself and another 
two Course Managers raked Bunkers 
perfectly taking over 5 hours or so 
we thought. 
Monday morning same routine but R 
and A on course for first time 
checking course setup. Half way 
through shift it is decided that 
Bunkers have to be raked differently. 
Rake teeth marks to go in direction 
of centre of fairways in fairway 
bunkers and towards centre of 
greens in greenside bunkers. OK we 
rake the rest this way and are told 
they are delighted and this will be 
the way we do them for the four 
days. 
Tuesday morning same routine 
raking them perfect or so we 
thought. Comes over the radio that 
we have to change the way we rake 
them, here we go again! This time we 
have to rake them from face all the 
way to walk in in one rake keeping 
teeth marks in same direction as 
before. Head down again it is. 
Wednesday morning again same 
routine and we are told at meeting 
that we have to rake them same way 
as the day before. Everyone 
delighted with them the previous 
day. Out we go again the day before 
tournament starts raking away 
burning calories and losing more 
weight and it comes over radio that 
we have to stop and meet up with R 
and A! This time we are told that we 
are doing a great job but we have to 
only scratch the surface with rake so 
that there isn't a prominent depth 
line! Head down again it is. Day 
before the tournament and we have 
finally got it spot on and we are going 
with that which is a massive relieve. 
The four Championship days the 
bunkers are raked as above and we 

get nothing but praise from the R 
and A, Championship Committee and 
Billy and his staff which is great to 
hear. While raking the bunker at the 
17th with the camera in it, Sky 
Sports Commentator Andrew Coltart 
was waiting to go live on Saturday 
morning. He was very 
complimentary about my bunker 
raking which he later mentioned 
when live. 
Every morning it took us over five 
hours to rake the bunkers as they 
had to be spot on for the best players 
in the world. Although it was hard 
work it was a great experience and if 
we got into the canteen before 
Alistair Belford (current links 
convenor) we were rewarded with a 
full Scottish breakfast which didn't 
happen very often.  As I was heading 
in for my treat Alistair was always 
heading out the door with another 
bloated stomach, fire uniform on,  
clip board  under his arm and no 
pen. His roll was to watch the golf 
especially Jiminez and make sure he 
didn't stub his Cuban cigar out on 
the dry grass starting an on course 
fire. 
A tough week completed and 
although hard work it was very 
satisfying to be in the guard of 
honour on the 18th green for the 
Champion golfer of the year- Henrik 
Stenson. 

Stephen McBlain
Assistant to John MacLachlan

Congratulations to Stephen from 
the Club and to those members who 
acted as Stewards at the OPEN.

“Stephen McBlain - his OPEN experience”


