
CAPTAIN’S LOG 
Following on from the last issue of  
the St Nicholas Link I can confirm 
that the Committee, at their 
August meeting, approved the 
continuation of  the current 
reciprocal arrangement with 
Glenbervie Golf  Club, subject to a 
review in 12 months time. Having 
played and enjoyed the course and 
Clubhouse with fellow members I 
can recommend to you all to take 
advantage of  this opportunity to 
play and enjoy hospitality at 
Glenbervie. 

The Committee are currently 
reviewing other possible links golf  
courses where we may enter into 
further reciprocal arrangements for 
the benefit our members. 

Last Month our Club hosted the 
fourth Quinquennial Triangular 
Match between Prestwick St 
Nicholas GC, Prestwick GC and 
Lanark GC with victory being 
achieved by the Prestwick St 
Nicholas team. More details on 
this historic match appear later 
within this newsletter. 

As Captain it has been customary 
to be invited to play in the Past 
Captains match, this year being no 
different. I was delighted to accept 
an invite to play from Honorary 
President Alan McKinlay. We all 
enjoyed our game in fair 
conditions with dinner in the Tom 
Morris Room thereafter, with Past 
Captain Robin Alexander winning 
the Salver trophy. 

The Committee also hosted the 
annual match with the 
Greenkeepers on Monday 29th 
August followed with High Tea in 
the John Ferguson dining room. 
This year’s victory recorded to the 
Committee team. I am sure all 
members will agree that the course 
is improving week-on-week thanks 

to the efforts of  our Head 
Greenkeeper John Maclachan, his 
team of  greenkeepers and our 
Links Convener Alistair Belford. 

Membership numbers over all 
categories from Little Nicks 
through Intermediates, Ordinary 
and Associate are strong against 
our approved budget.  However, 
membership recruitment is still a 
major focus for the Committee and 
I would urge all members where 
they can to assist with new 
member introductions. 

At the beginning of  October I shall 
provide to members a half  year 
report on all Club management 
affairs. 

David Campbell, Captain 

Gareth Hardy, Head PGA 
Golf  Professional
Greetings from myself  and my 
staff  in the new Professional shop 
here at Prestwick St Nicholas. I 
would like to start off  by stating 
that it is an honour to have been 
assigned the new Head Golf  
Professional's position at our 
historic Golf  Club. Both my staff  
and I  will be on hand to provide 
first class customer service and 
advice at any time, whether its 
purchasing a bag of  tees or 
treating yourself  to a new set of  
clubs.  

I will be stocking all major brands 
in the Pro-shop and will price 
match where possible so please feel 
free to approach us with any deals 
or ideas you may have seen 
elsewhere. Please give me and my 
staff  first refusal as you will be 
surprised as to how we can help 
and guide you in making your 
purchases the correct ones for you 
and your game. 

I have purchased a new 
FlightScope X2 launch monitor. 
With this new addition I will be 
offering a high quality golf  lesson 
service with results from your 
session emailed to you after each 
session. The FlightScope X2 
launch monitor is a fantastic piece 
of  equipment when it comes to 
custom fitting golf  clubs, giving 

you 27 unique measurements of  
club, ball and swing data. You can 
rest assured that when fitted with 
the FlightScope X2 you will have 
the correct equipment in your golf  
bag specifically made for you.  

I would like to thank you all for 
your support and we look forward 
to seeing you in the Pro-shop. 
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DIARY DATES 
1. WINE TASTING - WED 28 

SEPTEMBER  

2. QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY 11 
NOVEMBER 

3. CHRISTMAS FAYRE  - 
FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER  

4. CHRISTMAS BALL -  FRIDAY 

2 DECEMBER 

5. CHILDREN’S PARTY - 
SUNDAY 4 DEC 

6. NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH - 

TICKETS ON SALE END OCT



Greenside 
The Arrol Cup, initiated by 
William Arrol the engineer 
responsible for the Forth and Tay 
railway bridges, is the premier 
stroke play event in the West of  
Scotland. This competition was first 
contested in 1893 and is the final 
event in the Doc Thom Order of  
Merit so it often sees the areas top 
players. 
As befits an event of  such standing 
the Club is keen to present the 
course in the best possible 
condition. Depending on weather 
conditions in late August/early 
September,  John is intending to 
apply liquid iron and a low nitrogen 
based fertiliser on to the greens.  
Verdi-cutting will then be carried 
out which helps thin out the coarser 
grass and reduce lateral growth. 
This in turn increases the speed of  
the greens. The cutting height is 
also reduced from 3.5mm to 
approximately 3.0mm - not much 
but the difference this makes is very 
noticeable. 
Wetting agent along with a growth 
stimulant has also been applied to 
all tees and green surrounds. This 
helps in the general appearance 
and also enables water penetration 
throughout the soil structure. 
On another note, thanks again to 
all members who regularly take 
onto the course the seed mix 

containers which are located 
adjacent to the first tee - your 
efforts are much appreciated. 

St Nicholas pair defend 
SPGA Patrons Texas 
Scramble title. 
St Nicholas members, Past Captain 
John Stobie and Committee 
Convenor Steve Holdsworth 
defended their Texas Scramble title 
at Balbirnie Golf  Club in Fife.  
John & Steve, both members of  the 
SPGA Patrons Society won the 
Texas Scramble at Buchanan 
Castle last year along with two 
other patrons.  This year it was 
played as a member & guest 
competition with the pair teaming 
up with two other St Nicholas 
members Alex Lumsden and 
Robert McCormack.  The team 
came a creditable second, losing 
out by half  a stroke – one missed 
putt being the difference!  Well 
done to all. 

Louise Crooks Trophy 
Nine pairs of  ladies from both 
Prestwick St Nicholas and 
Prestwick St Cuthbert Golf  Clubs 
compete annually for the Louise 
Crooks Trophy. This year the 
match was held at St Nicholas and 
resulted in a 7.5/1.5 win for the 
home Club. Louise Crooks was a 
member of  both Clubs and died at 
a young age of  Multiple Sclerosis. 

The charity Crack MS donated the 
trophy and this is the 33rd year of  
competition. 

Important Development 
Affecting the Club - Health 
& Fitness Building Planning 
Application
On Monday 29th August 2016 the 
Club received a formal Neighbour 
Notification from South Ayrshire 
Council advising that a planning 
application had been submitted to 
demolish the former Health and 
Fitness building on Grangemuir 
Road adjacent to the Golf  Club car 
park and erect a block of  12 flats 
and associated car parking. 

The Club have studied the plans 
and have lodged an objection to 
the current proposals. Should any 
member wish to comment on the 
proposed application they can visit 
the South Ayrshire Council 
Planning Portal and use the 
reference 16/00793/APP which 
will give access to the plans and 
submitted information.

Ladies Section Captain 
introduces Important Visitors 
We have had important visitors at 
two of our competitions this year.  

The photo above shows the winners 
of  this year’s Betty Singleton 
Trophy, Angela Hughes and Arlene 
Sinclair of  Irvine Ladies along with 
Johnny Singleton, son of  Betty 

Singleton, who was very happy to 
attend the prizegiving.  He thanked 
the ladies of  Prestwick St Nicholas 
for continuing this competition in 
his mother’s name. 

The photo below shows Ladies 
Section Captain Sheena and Vice 
Captain Tricia receiving the Louise 
Crooks Trophy from a very happy 
Aird Crooks, the brother of  Louise.  

Three members reached 60 years 
of  continuous membership of  
Prestwick St Nicholas Golf  Club 
this year having joined in 1956. 
The Club hosted a luncheon on 
Tuesday 23rd August 2016 to 
celebrate this milestone occasion. 
Each member was presented with a 
silver commemorative lapel badge 
together with a set of  crystal whisky 
glasses and decanter.

Mr David Paterson – joined 01 May 1956. 
Past Captain Tom Burgess – joined 01 May 
1956. Mr Ronald Allison MBE – joined July 
1956.

News of Holes in One - David Offord at the 12th in the Mixed Open and Brian Crawford at the 12th in the September medal.

http://publicaccess.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://publicaccess.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/online-applications/


The Quinquennial Match
This is the match held every five 
years between three of  the oldest 
Golf  Clubs, all founded in 1851 – 
Prestwick, Prestwick St Nicholas 
and Lanark. Whilst jointly  
celebrating their 150th 

Anniversaries in 2001 it was 
decided to inaugurate a regular  
match to enable the Clubs to meet 
and share their common history. In 
keeping with Clubs that old it was 
decided to hold it every five years in 
rotation and it fell to Prestwick St 
Nicholas Golf  Club to hold the 
event this time around on Sunday 
21st August 2016. The Match is 
played in an unusual format - the 
players go out in groups of  six, two 
from each Club and play in a 
foursomes format. Players within 
each team are nominated to play 
the drives at either the even or odd 
holes and then the team play 
alternate shots throughout the hole. 
Half  combined handicaps is the 
handicap allowance for each team 
and within each playing group the 
match situation is calculated 
between each team – you may be 
one up against one competitive 
team but two down against the 
other. The game is played to the 
conclusion of  the round and the 
final hole up, or down, are counted 
in the complete Club score to find 
the winning Club. This format 
certainly keeps the mind active 
after each hole to carefully work 
out the running scores and keep 
them recorded. The final results are 
announced at the dinner 
afterwards. 
On the day Prestwick St Nicholas 
reigned supreme over their home 
course (just as Lanark had done at 
their course five years previously) 

The fact that three of  the world’s 
oldest Clubs are to be found within 
a short distance of  Royal Troon, 
this year’s Open venue, is a bonus 
for golfers who might wish to 
experience golf  at Clubs like ours, 
whose history and course designs 
have helped shape the development 
of  golf  today. 

125th ANNIVERSARY 
1892 - 2017 
Next year is the 125th Anniversary 
of  Prestwick St Nicholas Golf  Club 
being on it’s Grangemuir Road site. 
To commemorate this it is intended 
that we will have a weekend of  
celebrations to mark this milestone 
in the Club’s history – this will be 
held on the weekend of  Saturday 
and Sunday 22nd and 23rd July 
2017. 
The final format of  this will be 
revealed later but the intention is to 
start in 1892 and bring us forward 
into 2017. This means we will go 
back to golf ’s roots and play a 12 
hole ‘hickory’ competition on the 
Saturday afternoon using original 
holes on the course in the late 
1800s as it was laid out. We are also 
going to reinstate the old 8th green 
for this and can therefore play 1892 
rules on that green! We hope you 
will also consider wearing the golf  
dress of  that time. 
The Saturday night will be a 
celebration in the Clubhouse to 
bring us forward from 1892 to 2017 
and then we will use modern clubs 
to play a ‘team format’ game on 
the Sunday to complete the 
celebrations. 
There will be more on this event in 
future ‘Links’ but if  you wish to 
take part, how about trying to get 
yourself  a set of  
‘hickories’ to play 
with, or if  you can 
help let the 
Committee know! 

WINNERS SECTION
Graham Scannell winner of  the 
Prestwick St Nicholas Golf  Club 
2016 Gents Open Competition 

held on Sunday 19th June 2016. 
Graham fired a 65 to win the 
trophy and hopes to defend it in 
2017. 

One of  our Overseas Members 
Euan McLean prevailed in difficult 
conditions to shoot 73-74 to win 
the Club Championship at 
Yellowknife Golf  Club by one shot. 

Shown above are Keith and Sandra 
Carruthers with the Scottish Foursomes 
Trophy - Tullibardin Quaich. 

Visitor Numbers
The Club Committee have been 
approached by various members 
with regard to the number of 
visitors using the course. Past 
Captain Douglas Urquhart at 2016 
AGM highlighted that visitor 
numbers year on year have been 
falling and that members guests 
numbers have been rising year on 
year.  Looking at the financial 
return from them, it is evident that 
whilst Visitor and Society numbers 
have fallen over the years, the 
green fees paid per round have 
increased substantially. This means 
we still get a reasonable return 
from the Visitors and Societies that 
come to play the course. 

(Paul Stevens (Captain) Prestwick GC, Jim 
McKechnnie (Captain) Lanark GC, David 
Campbell (Captain) Prestwick St Nicholas GC, 
Sheena Spence (Ladies Section Captain) 
Prestwick St Nicholas GC, Patricia Hutton (Vice-
Captain) Lanark GC and Douglas Mack 
(Immediate Past Captain) Prestwick GC.)


