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Captain’s Log 
On my first day as Captain the 
weather was poor, therefore, I 
would not play golf! 
However, that gave me the 
opportunity to pay a courtesy visit to 
John MacLachlan, Head 
Greenkeeper, Grant Hood, Club 
Steward and Eddie Prentice, 
Managing Secretary.  I also caught 
up with Gordon McKinlay and Jim 
McNairney our Match and Handicap 
Secretaries on the following day.  

My first round as Captain was the 
April Medal when I played a very 
enjoyable round with Jim Lindsay 
and my son Stuart.  The weather for 
a change was set ‘fair’ and the course 
was presented by the green keeping 
staff to a high standard.  I received a 
warm welcome from members also 
playing that morning.  I must have 
felt relaxed having shot a nett 66, 
chipped in for a two at the tenth 
hole, handicap cut of two strokes 
and to ‘cap it all’ won money in the 
sweep and the 2’s. Congratulations 
to Derek Wilson with his 
achievement of a net 62 in Division 
1 and to Brian Lumsden with his 
fantastic net 59 in Division 2, to beat 
me into second place.  Well done to 
you both. 

In the evening I visited the Club for 
dinner with members and friends - 
super food and service from Grant 
and his team.  Good ambiance, 
joining around 20 diners and with 
Peter Gilchrist hosting his 
retirement evening in the Dining 

Room this made for a very good 
atmosphere within our Club.  

Having served on Committee over 
the past three years, the last as Vice-
Captain, Membership Convener and 
Finance Convener, I have accepted as 
part of this new role that I should be 
at the Club and engage with my 
fellow members whenever possible. 
In my opinion the views of all 
members are important not only for 
me, but for our Committee to be as 
representative as is reasonably 
practicable in the decision making 
process, whilst steering the Club 
through challenging times. 

My watch words and that of the new 
Committee shall be that we should 
endeavour not only to maintain 
standards but to improve the 
standards of our Links and 
Clubhouse facilities for the benefit of 
members, guests and visitors alike, 
within the budget as set by the 
Committee. 

Finally, over the next few months 
the Committee shall be discussing in 
depth items such as Membership 
Initiatives, Capital Works 
Programme, Staffing levels, etc. and I 
shall report within my next Captains 
Log progress on these issues and 
others of importance to our 
members. 

David Campbell 

Ladies Section Captain 
Ladies Section Captain of 
Prestwick St. Nicholas Golf 
Club!!!! 
Official number 124 on a prestigious 
list of many well kent names and 
many I never knew.   To continue 
this long line is a privilege and an 
honour.   Just think of the changes 
over those 123 years.   ‘Change’ is a 
word not always welcomed but we 
must embrace it at the same time 
being considerate of the marvellous 

history of this Ladies Section as is 
the history of the Club as a whole. 

What do I hope for in my year as 
Captain of the Ladies Section?   I 
would hope to have as many ladies 
playing in the competitions as 
possible.   Think Thursday – think St. 
Nicholas.   
Our fixture list has a balance of 
‘serious’ and ‘fun’ competitions 
which is intended to suit all our 
members.  Wikipedia’s definition of 
‘golf ’ is ‘a club and ball sport in 
which players use various clubs to hit 
balls into a series of holes on a 
course in as few strokes as possible’.   
Easy!!!!!   

We are so lucky.   I look over to Arran 
every time I am on the course and 
appreciate the fact that I can play 
this wonderful game on a beautiful 
course. 

I would like to increase our 
membership.   Although all the ladies 
are ‘young at heart’, the birthdays 
tell us differently and we need 
younger players if this section is to 
maintain its numbers.    If you know 
of any potential members please 
inform any of the Committee.   We 
can be very persuasive. 

We have had many successful social 
events over the years and hopefully 
this will continue. The Ladies Section 
Committee is there to assist, to help 
and to encourage. 

Lastly, I truly hope your golfing 
experience in 2016/2017 is 
pleasurable and rewarding.   
Sheena Spence
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CLUB OPEN DAY 
An Open Day is arranged for Sunday 22nd May 2016 to attract New Members to the Club. If you feel you 
could help on this afternoon please contact any member of the Committee. Alternatively have a game 
that afternoon to give the Course and Clubhouse a good ‘vibe’. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Remember the Club only succeeds because of its membership and we must all help to maintain this. All 
Members introducing a new Member will be incentivised by getting a bonus on their Clubcard. Try and 
introduce a new Member and get rewarded! More details are available on the PSI Board in the main 
foyer. 

A Helping Hand to 
Nature 
The greenkeepers have 
created a ‘Swan Platform’ at 
the landward end of the 
quarry to try and encourage 
the swans to nest in a more 
protected place. It has been 
created with a ramp up to it 
from the water (swans 
cannot jump, or hop!) and 
has been ‘seeded’ with 
materials they may use for 
creating their nest. It is 
hoped they will take 
advantage of this – if not 
this year then next. 

Hole in One 
Congratulations to Graeme 
Stanley on his Hole in One 
at the 10th in the RAF 
Trophy. 

Captain’s Report at 
the AGM 
Douglas Urquhart’s 
Captain’s Report given at 
the AGM will soon be 
available for you to read, in 
the Members Section of the 
Website.

A New Logo for the Club 
Research by our archivists has uncovered a small fixture card, which is on view in 
the Trophy Cabinet in the Foyer that shows this club logo. 

Dated 1893, it fits with Prestwick St Nicholas Golf 
Club coming to Grangemuir Road and, with 2017 
being the 125th Anniversary of the inauguration of the 
Course and Clubhouse, it is fitting that this Logo is to 
be reincorporated into use alongside the ‘Club Crest’.  
The new Logo (shown here) will appear on clothing 
and will also be used on other items, such as 
scorecards etc. The ‘Crest’ will still be available as at 
present. 
This Logo aligns with our policy of using our history 
to market the Club. The symbol of the ‘club tied to 
club’ takes us back to the 

nature of the original arrangement with Prestwick Golf 
Club and using the date 1851 below it shows the 
pedigree of our Club. 

Because of the simplicity of the design it will mean that 
when it is used there will be a lower cost rather than 
the expensive high colour palette of the ‘Club Crest’. 
When it is used on clothing it will be over the left chest 
or on the sleeve of new clothing.

EXCESS WATER 
The greenstaff are aware that water 
appears behind and to the side of the 
10th green after particularly heavy rain 
and are preparing to explore and 
correct the problem.  
To prevent disruption to the course and 
unsightly workings throughout the 
season it is proposed to do this work in 
the autumn, after all the major 
tournaments are over. Please be patient 
on this one! 

DIVOTTING 
Thanks to all who helped with divotting 
earlier in the year at the time the white 
posts were removed. 
An experimental approach to sanding 
divots is to be tried – ‘dispensers’ are to 
be made available to players who 
volunteer to take them out to fill in 
divots as they go round, both their own 
and others. This should continually keep 
the course ‘up to scratch’ and allow a 
faster reestablishment of the grass in 
new divots. Why not help keep your 
course at its best the whole year round – 
look out for them!

◉
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EASTER COACHING SESSIONS 
Two sessions were run on consecutive Sundays throughout the school easter holidays.  Around 23  
pre-little nicks attended each session which proved to be very popular.  

In case anyone was wondering we run children’s coaching sessions for the following ages groups: 

Little Nicks:   Ages 7 - 10 - Weekly sessions throughout the summer - 26 boys and girls enrolled. 
5 - Hole Group:  Aged 8 - 12, Thirteen members playing a shortened course from the yellow  
   stakes. 
18 - Hole Group:  Eight members, four from Prestwick and four from the Glasgow area. 

More information is available on the Junior Section of the website.

◉


