
 

Captain’s Log 

I am very aware I have not golfed a 
lot over the past few months but I 
have socialised and promoted the 
Club on your behalf. However the 
Captain’s role attending our     
neighbouring Clubs’ presentation 
dinners and hosting our own festive       
functions is not all hard work.  
In my very first blog I asked     
members to support the Committee 
and I have to say generally this has 
been the case. A number of        
individual members will always feel 
they can run the Club better than 
the management Committee and 
some have taken issue with individ-
ual decisions. As recorded in the      
constitution the Club is managed by 
a Committee of members who make 
decisions which are binding on the 
membership. This means in the real 
world that some decisions will be 
popular and some less popular. 
Most members I speak to simply 
accept this basic premise. 
The fact is that history will record 
that this has been a good year for 
the Club with a number of            
successful projects delivered and 
with some financial success. 

I have taken a bit of flak from a 
number of quarters regarding the 
visitor numbers we allow on the 
course. The record indicates that 
while we increased the income from 
visitors this year, visitor numbers are 
in fact down on some previous 
years. 
Of course we are primarily a     
members Club but the frank truth is 
that as members we do not pay 
enough to be a ‘member exclusive 
Club.’ 
The Links winter programme is on 
target and currently being pursued 
by the Head Greenkeeper. The Club 
web page now records photographs 
and background on work done on 
the course and this helps to answer 
members queries. 
The year end figures are being    
finalised and re-checked and the 
budget for 2016-17 is now a reality. 
The Club constitution has been    
examined and a few minor changes 
are proposed. 
Committee has almost completed a 
Business Plan for future Committees 
and for our managers to use as a 
template of where the Club would 
like to be over the next few years. 
We have introduced new rules for 
Committee meetings and created 
sub groups to research and pursue 
various topics and make             
recommendations to the full     
Committee. We have produced roles 
and responsibilities for conveners 
and will be examining what further 
training we can give to Committee 
members to assist them in their 
roles. 
The Little Nicks Club on Sundays 
now has 15 active and enthusiastic 
members.This feeder group has   
already produced three new    

members for the  Junior Section in 
its first year. 
We have taken some brave           
decisions for example to re organise 
space within the Clubhouse so as to 
make best use of the rooms.   
Committee recognised that their 
own room was under- used and  
redefined it as a multi-purpose room 
for use by all members on a booking 
basis.  
The AGM is just around the corner. 
As introduced last year all           
categories of members, whether 
voting or non-voting will be supplied 
with meaningful details on the 
Club's current financial position. 
Want to influence the direction the 
Club takes over the next three 
years….join the Committee! 
We introduced a members survey 
and had a members meeting during 
this Committee year. I would         
certainly support more use of these 
tools in future to indicate to       
Committee just what members like 
and dislike about the Club          
management.  
I am content the Club has moved 
forward in a number of areas and 
like an iceberg what you see on the 
surface is only a fraction of the work 
Committee members do throughout 
the golfing season. So I understand 
when some members take issue 
with a Committee decision but there 
is much more to managing a      
modern golf  Club then one          
individual matter. 
I hope to manage a final Captain’s 
blog before I step down but if not I 
would like to record my thanks to 
the current Committee and everyone 
who has supported the office of 
Captain during the last year. 

Douglas Urquhart
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“The Club web page now records photographs and background on work 
done on the course and this helps to answer members queries.”

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday 6 March. A La Carte Menu 

from 12 noon until 4pm - Book now  

to avoid disappointment. 



  ANNETTE PATERSON 
Ladies Section Captain’s remarks…
As my Captaincy draws to a close it 
is time to reflect and remember the 
past golfing year. As always the 
weather played a big part in affecting 
our enjoyment of the game. However 
we did not have to cancel one single 
competition…there were a few 
amendments…remember the first 
Greensomes of the season when we 
were nearly blown off the course! 
and Captains Day was breezy and 
fresh to say the least!… but for me …
very memorable.

Thank you to all the ladies who 
played in all our competitions and 
entered into the spirit of the game 
whatever the weather!

The Betty Singleton Open competi-
tion saw 180 ladies taking on the 
challenge of our Prestwick St 
Nicholas. The course was in immac-
ulate condition and a big thank you 
to John and his team for presenting 
the course to such a consistently 
high standard both challenging and 
accessible for all handicaps.To win 
this prestigious competition is a 
wonderful honour and achievement 
….and our own Katie and June were 
worthy winners. 

My charity this year has been the 
Ayrshire Hospice and £3000 is the 
final total. We also donated £500 to 
the local Aberlour Trust in Prestwick. 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
me fundraise throughout the year.

One of the most exciting days of my 
year was refereeing the Ladies Club 
Championship. Moyra and Roz 
played this out in the most awful 
weather conditions…wind, rain and 
sleet! 

They played with friendly competi-
tiveness and Moyra clinched the vic-
tory at the 17th. A fantastic game.
Our annual challenge match against 
the ladies of Prestwick St Cuthbert 
resulted in a win for us and keeping 
hold of the gorgeous Louise Crooks 
trophy. Another great team event!

We have had some wonderful social 
events throughout the year..from the 
Gatsby Day, the outing to Cawdor 
Golf Club, the Annual Dinner and 
Prizegiving, Fashion Show.… to our 
Scottish night where 84 ladies reeled 
and twirled, laughed and sang…  
fabulous!

I have only mentioned a few of the 
many highlights of my year and I did 
not to do this on my own! 

A huge thank you to my Vice Captain 
Sheena, Super Secretary Sheila,   
Financial Advisor June, Past Captain 
Katie and all the members of my 
Committee…Trish, Sheila, Mara, 
Anne, Moira and Sue. What a great 
team..thank you so much.

I would also like to thank Captain 
Douglas for all his help, support and 
advice and grateful thanks also to 
Eddie and the two Margarets. Thanks 
to Grant and his team for providing 
us with very special meals and   
wonderful service at all our events.

It has been an honour to serve as 
Captain of the ladies section of 
Prestwick St Nicholas Golf Club. 
Good luck to the incoming Captain 
Sheena.


Annette Paterson. 

Diary Date: Ladies section 
Business meeting.  
Thursday February 25th  
at 7. 30 pm.

“Our Scottish Night, where 84 ladies reeled and twirled, 
laughed and sang…a wonderful evening was had by all!”

125th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

2017 is the 125th Anniversary of 
Prestwick St Nicholas Golf Club      
starting to play on land off Grangemuir 
Road which ultimately was to become its 
present home. The course was opened on 
7th May 1892 and the Clubhouse was 
opened on 24th December 1892. This 
means that 2017 is the 125th               
Anniversary of these events and the 
Club is going to celebrate this with an 
Anniversary weekend in July of that 
year. The programme for this is being 
formulated by a small group of people 
reporting to the Committee.
Clearly any course opened in 1892 could 
only have been played with ‘hickory 
shafted clubs’ and it was felt that we 
should take this opportunity to go back 
to our roots and play at least some holes 
with ‘hickory shafted clubs’. So an early 
challenge is laid to all members to try 
and find yourself such clubs to use as 
part of the celebrations. 
More about this whole 
event will be disclosed as 
it takes shape but the     
‘challenge’ is there to get 
yourself equipped to take 
part.



 

GREENSIDE 

Why the Scarecrows? 
It is the time for ‘Leatherjackets’ (the 
grub of the May Fly) to become        
attractive to birds which have to dig 
into the into the surface of the greens to 
try and get them. The mess they cause 
and the  destruction they render to the 
greens means we have to do something 
to keep the birds off. We tried scare-
crows around the worst affected greens 
but to no avail – so we have had to 
close a couple of the greens and put the   
scarecrows in the middle to try and 
keep the birds off.

The Winter 7th Tee 
When playing ‘bounce games’ it is 
permissible to use this tee at any time, 
with the agreement of your playing 
partners, even if the white markers are 
out on the back tees.

Particularly at this time of year this 
helps to speed up play at the 6th and 7th 
and also spreads wear on the course to 
alleviate damage from excessive foot 
traffic.

PITCHMARKS 
It is vitally important to repair them now so that we have no brown marks on 
the greens at the start of the season 

What can you do to help? – repair your own pitchmark on each green and two 
others as well – there should then be none unrepaired at the end of each day. 
The same also applies to divots throughout the year.
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AGM 
The AGM of the Club will take place 
on Thursday 31st March 2016 and 
you are reminded that any          
nominations for Committee must be 
in writing, proposed and seconded 
by two voting members and must be 
with the Secretary not later than 28 
days previous to the AGM. 

DIVOTING 

Following the Winter play, the 
course will have to be divotted and 
the greenkeepers would like our 
help again. It will happen in March 
so please look out for the notices 
and come along to get the course 
back to its best as soon as we can.

COULD YOU INTRODUCE NEW 
MEMBERS?

The Club is offering an incentive to 
current members to introduce new 
members into the golf Club.  If you 
introduce a new Ordinary member, 
both you and the new member will 
receive £200 onto your Clubcard when 
the joining process is complete.  If you 
introduce a new Associate member, 
£135 will be added to both cards when 
the joining process is complete.  Mem-
bership rates and details are on the 
website.  So, do you know anyone?.

Makes one think!

£10 per person (includes Supper & Quiz entry fee) Supper 6 - 7pm Quiz 8pm 
Teams of  4 
(Enter Team names at Bar) Friday 11 March

CLUB QUIZ

CASH PRIZES!

DIARY DATES 

1. CLUB AGM - 31 MARCH  

2. MAGIC & MUSIC -   

SATURDAY 27           

FEBRUARY 

3. SUNDAY CAVERY -       

28 FEBRUARY 

4. MOTHERING SUNDAY  

- 6 MARCH 

5. CLUB QUIZ - 11 MARCH


