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P R E S T W I C K  S T  N I C H O L A S  G O L F  C L U B

CAPTAIN’S LOG 
George Davidson 
Vice-captain Annette Paterson and 
I refereed the finals of the Boyd 
Cup and Nickson Trophy 
respectively on 28th May at 
Prestwick Golf Club. Michael Smyth 
from Royal Troon won the Nickson 
but our own Gary Higham had a 
magnificent 5 and 3 victory to lift 
the Boyd Cup. Congratulations to 
Gary who could now be on a run of 
success. But, Gary warns, una 
hirundo non facit ver! 
Who would be a greenkeeper? 
Seven weeks without significant 
rain has scorched the course and 
prevented real growth. The 
360,000 litres of water a night we 
were drawing from the quarry 
prevented the greens and fairways 
regressing but with the recent rain 
we can now look forward to 
sustained growth and our course 
looking its best. Two seasonal staff 
are being engaged to assist with 
on-course work over the summer. 
The dry weather and beautiful 
sunsets have benefited the 
catering operation with the special 
evenings organised by Grant being 
well attended.  
Our German visitors, the parents 
from Hamburg Holm our Junior's 
exchange club, enjoyed the 
sunsets but golf in the breeze 
literally blew them away. 
Clubhouse redecoration has 
finished to allow the new carpet to 
be laid and further work will be 
done at a time to be of as little 
inconvenience to members as 
possible. 
The three boilers that provide hot 
water and central heating are old 
and sourcing spares is no longer 
possible. Quotes have been 
obtained to replace these with 
more energy efficient ones that will 
reduce running costs in the long 
term. 

Dog fouling is an irritation and a 
difficult problem to counteract. 
Responsible dog owners are not 
the problem, they pick up after 
their dogs, keep them under 
control and are careful not to 
disturb golfers - we can live with 
that. The problem, as usual, is the 
thoughtless minority. I have 
reported incidents to South 
Ayrshire Council and asked for 
council warden patrols, so 
hopefully some action will be 
taken. 
LADIES SECTION 
CAPTAIN’S LOG 
Summer is here and the golf 
season is well under way. Our 
knockout competitions are taking 
place and keeping all participants 
busy with their diaries. 
Our golfing syllabus has been well 
supported by lady members and 
we have enjoyed the relatively 
good weather both on our own 
course and at other Clubs where 
several of our members have had a 
very commendable degree of 
success. 
Our Greenlees Team has also had a 
good result as they won at home to 
Haggs Castle. Their next match is 
away at Cardross and we wish 
them well. 
Gareth, our professional, has 
organised some coaching dates for 
both putting and the short game. 
These can be booked through the 
Pro Shop. They are always good 
fun, as well as instructive  – and, 
after all, we are never too old to 
learn! 
Ladies Day in May was a successful 
and convivial day, followed by a 
delicious buffet and energetic 
disco. The winners of the Trophy 
were Alex and Christine MacLeod. 
Congratulations to them and along 
with the top seven couples they 
will now go through to the 
Sesquicentennial Trophy. 

Our Ladies Section has some  
inter-club matches coming along. 
These are always most enjoyable, a 
chance to meet up with old friends 
and make some new ones. Our first 
match is with Bogside at home on 
23rd June and then we are away to 
West Kilbride on the 27th. 
We are getting organised for our 
major Open Day, The Betty 
Singleton on the 28th of July. We 
have had a good response and to 
date we have 88 pairs registered  – 
176 Ladies. It will be a busy 
clubhouse. 
As this is our main fund-raising 
event we are looking for sponsors 
and prizes. We have a bottle and 
plant tombola stall as well as raffle 
prizes. Any donations will be 
gratefully received. The charity this 
year is Renal Cancer. 
Forthcoming events: Captain’s day 
on 29th June. Betty Singleton 
Trophy on 28th July and the outing 
to Stranraer on 25th August. 

Patricia Moss 

NOTE* 
SUNDAY 15 OCTOBER  The 125th Anniversary Hickory Competition (more details in the  

next ‘Link’)



  

    

PRO SECTION 
The Pro shop continues to stay 
busy as we move in to the warmer 
weather. Our summer stock 
continues to flow into the shop so 
it is always worth popping in to 
see what is new and exciting. On 
July 23rd I will be hosting my first 
Pro’s Day. It will consist of you 
finding yourself a reliable, strong, 
cool-under-pressure partner for 
the day to give you both the best 
possible chance of winning some 
of the fantastic prizes on offer. You 
may also want to consider what 
you will be doing the following 
day as a few drinks will be 
consumed after the golf on the 
day. The team sheets will be going 
up on the board within the next 
week or two so please keep your 
eyes peeled and book your places 
to avoid missing it. 

I am now back to playing a bit of 
golf myself after my knee 
operation in January and although 
a bit of time to go before I will be 
100% I have been enjoying 
getting out for a few holes when I 
can. 

It’s hard to believe that I am 
coming up to my 11th month as 
Head Professional here at the Club 
and come August 1st a year will 
have very quickly passed us by. I 
thank you all once again for all of 
your support throughout the past 
10 months and we look forward to 
looking after you in the future. 
Gareth Hardy 
Head PGA Golf Professional 
Prestwick St Nicholas Golf Club 

JUNIORS & GERMAN 
HAMBURG - HOLM VISIT 
The junior section continues to 
grow with fantastic enthusiasm 
from all the juniors and helpers 
alike. The section is now over 
subscribed with a waiting list of 
around 20 youngsters desperate 
to join. Who would have thought 

this would be the case just three 
years ago.  

We completed our Winter Order 
of Merit run of competitions on 
April 16. The winner of the trophy - 
very kindly donated to us by 
Hamburg-Holm Golf Club - was 
Dylan Cairns with a fantastic total 
of 878 points over the winter 
period. Well done Dylan. 
Attending golf and the after-golf 
lunch each week and, most 
importantly, his scores over the 
first five holes on the course each 
week collected his points.  

Only 42 points separated Dylan 
from his nearest competitor and 
there were only 87 points of a 
difference between first and fifth 
place. The Winter Order of Merit 
proved very successful and 
feedback from juniors, parents and 
the membership has been very 
positive. 

The Little Nicks also continues to 
thrive. We have a solid 
membership of almost 30 and a 
waiting list of more than 20 
youngsters wanting to join. 
Annette Paterson, Douglas 
Urquhart and Mark Hainey 
attended a Level 1 coaching 
course earlier in the year and have 
been plying what they have 
learned into the youngsters under 
my supervision on a weekly basis. 
They are doing a fantastic job.  

We had a visit from Hamburg-
Holm Golf Club in May. This was a 
chance for some of the parents of 

Hamburg-Holm’s juniors - who 
hope to visit in October - to 
experience our great golf course, 
Club and hospitality. 

We presented a team of nine 
golfers to play against their team 
of nine over two days of great golf 
in fantastic yet blustery conditions. 
Prestwick St Nicholas won the 
trophy and taught the Germans 
how to play links golf in tricky 
conditions. I have been told that in 
the second round the Germans 
adopted the bump and run shot. 
Matthias Geilert, who is an 
overseas member and our link to 
Hamburg-Holm, captained the 
Prestwick St Nicholas side and was 

delighted to lift the trophy against 
his fellow countrymen. The 
Germans have thanked us all for 
the excellent hospitality. To be 
honest, I think they were all happy 
to head back to their families after 
the Scots kept them up until the 
early hours every day they visited. 

The St Nicholas and Hamburg-Holm teams line up.

Matthias, right, receiving the trophy.



STAFF PROFILE 

David Wade has now started 
with us and is settling in well. 

David has been in green 
keeping for more than 20 
years. He started as an 
apprentice at Belleisle Golf 
Course in 1996 and moved to 
Dalmilling two years later.  
In 2001 he went to 
Northfield Bowling Club, 
returning to Dalmilling 2006 

where he served 10 years as 
Head Greenkeeper.   
David lives in Ayr and has been 
married for 20 years. He has 
two children – a boy and a girl.

  
GREENSIDE 

The dry spell in early May has 
ended and regular rainfall has 
returned, which has pleased 
head greenkeeper John no end! 

We golfers love prolonged dry 
spells but when it occurs at this 
time of year it stunts growth – 
even with the irrigation system 
working seven hours a night. 
Over-seeding walkways and 
worn areas has been started 
now that soil temperatures and 
ground conditions are 
favourable.

Selective herbicide has been 
applied to certain areas of the 
course for the control of daisy, 
buttercup and clover etc. It can 
take up to three weeks to be 
fully effective so weeds may 
still be visible for a short time 
before they start to disappear. 
The downside of using 
herbicide is that as well as 
knocking back buttercups and 
the like; it has the same effect 
on the fairways and rough, 
which John needs to encourage.

Liquid seaweed and a wetting 
agent have been applied to all 
greens and surrounds. A low-
rate nitrogen fertiliser will be 
applied as soon as seed heads 
stop flowering. Wetting agent 
helps the water disperse and 
penetrate the soil preventing 
the higher areas from drying 
out.

The top dressing of landing 
areas has also been started and

    this will continue to be carried 
out during the growing season 
and in future years. This will 
help raise the sand profile on 
these areas which encourages 
finer grasses to establish.

The water main from 
Grangemuir Road to the 
Clubhouse is now installed 
and re-turfed. Unfortunately, 
due to the dry weather over 
the past six weeks, drainage 
works and other turfed areas 
around the course have taken 
longer than usual to root and 
knit together. Hence the 
reason these areas are white 
lined and treated as GUR.

Divoting is being carried out 
as much as possible along 
with routine cutting. The last 
week in May saw the second 
seeding/divoting session of 
the year and thanks again to 
the usual hardy band of 
members who give up their 
time on a regular basis – you 
know who you are. 

Our friend and colleague 
Stephen McBlain is still 
recovering well and it is 
hoped he will be able to restart 
work soon. It is likely to be 
a phased return for perhaps a 
few hours a day.

DIARY DATES 
1. BETTY SINGLETON 

TROPHY - FRIDAY 28 
JULY 

2. LADIES SECTION OUTING TO 

STRANRAER - FRIDAY 25 

AUGUST. 

3. MIXED OPEN - SUNDAY 13 

AUGUST 


