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Captain’s Log 
Douglas Urquhart

The congratulations are over and the real 
work has started. I am now in my fourth 
year on committee and if nothing else I 
am under no illusions as to what is 
expected of a golf club Captain in 2015. 
Just to be sure I have now attended two 
training courses run by SGU to help me 
carry out my duties. Committee has 
started on a journey to be more accessible 
and communicate better with members 
and I will ensure that journey continues.

I consider myself privileged to be Captain 
of this remarkable golf club and have 
every intention of promoting St Nicholas in 
the best light and to the best of my ability 
at all times. The club will continue to 
evolve and shape itself to deal with the 
many challenges golf clubs face in this 
current climate. I said at the AGM that this 
is our club and to survive and flourish we 
must provide the widest range of services 
to as many members as possible. We 
should all talk up the club and our historic 
links.  We have everything to gain 
from being a successful and 
vibrant club. Committee will 
continue to do their part with 
integrity and enthusiasm. I am 
asking that you support the club 
bar and catering facilities, 
acknowledge the dedication of our 
staff and support your committee 
who work hard to maintain and 
improve the St Nicholas 
experience for us all.  I trust we 
will all have a successful golfing 
year.

Lady Captain’s Log
Annette Paterson
The season started off with a stormy 
Greensomes competition where with 40 
mph gusts we had to cut short the 
competition to a 9 hole...much to the 
relief of all concerned. Well deserved 
winners were Sheila Bee and Moira Scott. 
Katie organised our Mail on Sunday 
matchplay competition against Kilmarnock 
Barassie and in a very close match we lost 
5:3...well done to Linda , Anne, June, Sheila 
and Roz for taking part in a very close set 
of games. Our first SLGA medal winners 
on 2nd April were: Silver...Linda Thompson 
and Bronze...Anne Grant
Please keep checking the information 
boards in the Ladies locker room as pre 
draw competitions will be going up as we 
speak...let me encourage you to take part 
ladies and enjoy the fun of knockout and 
team competitions.
Our next big social event will be on May 
9th when the club is holding a 70s Disco 
night....so look out the bell bottoms ladies!

Honorary President
Alan McKinlay

I began golf at a very early age - about 
five - and joined St Nicholas as a junior 
member on my 12th birthday in August 
1961 during the captaincy of my father. 
(My brother Neill became a junior 
member a few years later and was club 
champion in 1983.)

I was appointed Captain in 1984/85 and 
played regularly in all competitions until 
joining Turnberry approximately 20 years 
ago. In 2003/05 I had the privilege of 
serving as Captain of Turnberry GC.
In assuming the role of Honorary 
President I am continuing in my late 
father's footsteps as he too held that 
position in the 1990s.

Diary Dates
Take a note of what’s coming!

Ladies Day - (with evening entertainment)

Saturday 9 May 
Open Day

Sunday 21 June 
Boys Open

Monday 27 July 
Betty Singleton

Friday 31 July
Mixed Open

Sunday 9 August 
New Management Committee 2015-2016



AGM HIGHLIGHTS

A total of  130 voting members 
attended the AGM held in the 
clubhouse on 26 March 2015. 
Captain John Stobie reported an 
Operating Surplus of  £42134 
over the year as a result of  a 
number of  factors including an 
increase in new member numbers, 
visitors income and bar/ catering 
turnover and not forgetting good 
financial management. The good 
news continued with a 
subscription increase of  £15 
although some categories of  
Senior members felt the full 
weight of  last years constitutional 
amendments as their new 
percentage increases kicked in this 
year.                      
The Secretary’s financial report 
produced no questions from the 
members present..now that is a 
first! The new Captain Douglas 
Urquhart paid tribute to the 
retiring committee members and 
asked for members support 
through what would be another 
challenging year. 
This year for the first time all of  
the AGM papers including the 
Accounts and both the Past 
captain and New captain’s 
comments were circulated to all 
members, including non-voting 
members, after the meeting. 
Retiring Hon.President John 
Ferguson was presented with a 
painting on behalf  of  the 

members and in his thank your 
speech praised the hard work of  
committee over his tenure. The 
new Hon. President Alan 
McKinlay was introduced and 
graciously accepted his 
appointment. Retiring Captain 
Stobie proposals to bestow  
Honorary life membership on 
Malcolm Foggo was unanimously 
agreed  by the members present.
Entertainment for the evening was  
provided by Bob Ellis who 
accepted a gift from the members 
in acknowledgment of  his many 
years of  service as Match and 
Handicap secretary. His witty 
thankyou speech also marked a 
first for an AGM….laughter from 
the audience! 
One member summed up the 
evening when he said, “ there is a 
new atmosphere in the club, let's 
hope it continues.”

JUNIOR DAY

During the school Easter holidays 
a successful junior taster day was 
enjoyed by all who attended. The 
sessions were run by our Club Pro 
with assistance from Club 
Members. Under their watchful 
eye the youngsters tried putting 
and iron play using clubs 
appropriate to their size and 
abilities. 

Quiz Night - Club quiz held on Friday 
13 March. Winning team, Linda 
Thomson, Wendy Hollingsworth, Robina 
Gilbertson & Moyra Withicombe. Runners 
up Annette Paterson Sheila McDougall 
Eleanor Noble and Malcolm Bee. Thanks 
to Gordon Hepburn for organising it.

Seniors
30 Seniors recently enjoyed an end 
of  session 5 club / 9 hole game 
followed by a meal and prize giving 
in the Clubhouse later.
Work on replanting the begonias in 
the rockery will be carried out late 
April / early May.  i.e. after the 
frost ! The Seniors Group (over 55’s) 
meet every Monday morning at 
9.15 for a coffee and a chat before 
teeing off  around 10 am.

Competition Winners

Monthly Medal Finals
Div 1 Andrew McIntyre
Div 2 Jack Quinn
RAF Victory Trophy  Robert Millar

Ladies Fun Night Winners 
Monday 6th April, Katie Hodge 
Anne Hope and Wilma Scott.

Good fun was had by all and 
potential future golfers were 
identified. 

GREENSIDE
An area has been cleared on the 1st 
Winter tee and posts erected to 
build a protective screen to allow a 
practice net to be set up. The black 
matting on the 7th and 13th is to be 
taken up and replaced over the 
next month and the practice 
ground is to be lengthened by 
cutting back into the gorse behind 
its tee.
A lot of  time has been spent by 
Members to help divotting of  
fairways and tees. The Green Staff 
thank all who participated in this 
activity. Over seeding is now 
starting in all areas with fertilizing 
and soil conditioning to promote 
growth.
A number of  people have been 
noted practicing on the course and 
potentially causing damage! Please 
refer to the Etiquette section in the 
Club Rules re practicing. It is quite 
definitive and we do have a 
Practice Area available.

Members Forum  – Tuesday 9 June, notices will be out to indicate arrangements.Claire Middleton from SGU will act as ‘moderator’ at this event.

TAKE NOTE!
Please remember not to  take trollies 

onto the tees or on the approaches to 

greens. Thank you



Across
1. Old fashioned type of golf ball. (6)
4. Who is nicknamed 'The Great White Shark'? (4,6)
6. Holes 11, 12 and 13 at the Augusta National golf club in Georgia 
(term coined in sports illustrated article in 1958 by journalist Herbert 
Warren Wind). (4,6)
8. What is the maximum amount of time allowed to look for a lost 
ball? (4,7)
11. A modern club which is a cross between a Wooden Club and an 
iron is known as what? (6)
13. The first ever staging of the Ryder Cup in Spain was held at which 
course? (9)

Down
2. Who was the first Briton to win the U.S Open? (4,7)
3. Golf course on low lying ground on or very close 

to the coast (strictly found only in the 
British Isles). (5)
5. Nickname of the legendary golfer 
Arnold Palmer. (4)
7. Legendary giant sand dune on the 172 

yard par 3 6th hole at Royal 
St. Georges. (6)
9. Who won his only British 
open Golf Championship at 
Royal St Georges, Sandwich 
in 1985? (5,4)

Do you have a special celebration 
coming up?

Craig Brown entertaining us 
with his many stories from the 
world of  education and football 

at the Tea and 
Talk on Sunday 
22nd March.

Club member John Gray 

and his wife Eileen recently 

celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary with a private diner 
party in the dining room at St 
Nicholas. John said later “with 20 odd 
relatives and friends coming from all 
over the country, we wanted to have a 
private party to share our 50th 
Anniversary with them. The dining 
room at St Nick’s proved to be ideal 
and the food, drink and service from 
Grant and his staff was 1st class” I 
would  recommend this facility to any 
member of St Nicholas.

Steak Nights 
Steak nights are going to be 
reintroduced and the club menus 
are going to be changed early in 
May.

10. Score of 4 under par on a hole (also known 
as Double Albatross or Triple Eagle). (6)
12. Score of 2 under par on a hole. (5)

DID YOU KNOW? - Our Green Keeper, Grant Graham, has just completed his SVQ level 

three in greenkeeping with an overall average of  99.8%. CONGRATULATIONS to you Grant!

Another whisky bottle was consumed, congratulations to John Dunlop, who had a hole in one in 

the medals final.

Answers in the next ‘Links’ issue



Alan Ireland
LINKS
I am 62 and joined St 
Nicholas in 1990. I 
started playing golf in 
1979 at Doon Valley 
GC.  I worked for BP 

for 29 years and retired in 2009. That 
meant I had more spare time and felt I 
had something to offer the club. I hope 
to maintain the course quality and its 
reputation as a challenging test. 

George 
Davidson
SECURITY, HEALTH & 
SAFETY AND ARCHIVES
I have been a member at 
St Nicholas since 2011 

after returning to live in Ayr. As a 
former tax inspector I have wide 
experience of businesses of all sizes and 
am keen to apply that knowledge for 
the benefit of the club and its members. 
I look forward to my time on 
committee. 

Malcolm Bee
MEMBERSHIP & 
MARKETING
I learned to play golf 
when I was five and, 66 
years later, am still 
playing. Through my 

travels I have had the chance to play on 
many different courses around the 
world. I was on the committee at two 
of my previous clubs and felt I should 
help out here. My interest is in 
developing a good club atmosphere for 
all members.

Annette 
Paterson
LADY CAPTAIN
I hope, as captain of the 
ladies section and a 
member of the 

management committee, to continue 
the development of all aspects of the 
golf club for the benefit of the 
members. I am married to Alan and 
have one son, Stuart, and lovely 
granddaughter, Lottie, who is 18 
months old.  I was dedicated to my 
teaching career and loved every minute 
of my 40 years in that profession. I am 
also a qualified fitness instructor and 
still teach a hi/lo impact class every 

week. It keeps the body and the brain 
in shape. My other hobbies are reading, 
walking, holidays and, of course, 
shopping!

Colin Shaw
HOUSE CONVENOR
I have been a member of 
the club for 23 years. My 
career as a chief engineer 
in the Merchant Navy 
meant I was away for 

long periods and I valued the welcome 
offered by members when I was home 
on leave. Now I have taken early 
retirement, I can repay that friendship 
by serving on committee and 
maintaining the high standards we all 
enjoy. 

Steve 
Holdsworth
IT AND CLUB WEBSITE 
PROJECT
I worked for more than 
20 years as an IT (Service 

Desk) Manager within corporate 
banking but am now retired. I have 
been a member at St Nicholas for 15 
years and play off a handicap of 11. I 
am now entering my second year on 
the committee.

Martin Cairns
JUNIOR CONVENOR 
I have been playing since 
a junior at Lochwinnoch 
GC, stopped playing for 
10 years and then joined 

St Nicholas after my son starting 
showing an interest in the game. Been a 
member for 3 years now and just taken 
over as junior convenor where I hope 
to help bring the junior section back to 
a strong section within the club and 
within the local area / league.

John Stobie
PAST CAPTAIN
I started playing golf in 
1967 and spent most of 
the next thirty years 

playing in the Lanarkshire area before 
moving to Prestwick in 1999. I joined S 
Nicholas in 2009 and was asked to 
come on to Committee in 2012 as junior 
convener. In 2014/15 I had the very 
great honour of being asked to serve as 
Captain of the club.

Douglas 
Urquhart
CAPTAIN
I have been a member of 
Prestwick Nicholas Golf 
Club for 12 years.  After 

retiring as a senior police officer, I 
worked as a human resources manager 
in the construction industry and as an 
education officer for a national charity. 
I studied through Leeds University to 
obtain a diploma level degree in a 
neurological study and have lectured 
all over the United Kingdom. I joined 
the committee initially by invitation 
three years ago. Despite the long hours 
and hard work, I intend to enjoy the 
immense honour of being Captain of 
this golf club and intend my year at the 
helm to be marked by financial 
security.

Katie Hodge
SOCIAL CONVENOR
I have been a member of 
Prestwick St Nicholas 
Golf Club for 12 years 
and was Lady Captain 

in 2014-15. I am continuing on the 
committee this year as Social Convener 
to organise events for all members. I 
was the manager of a building society 
in Ayr and away from the golf course 
my interests include Highland 
Dancing. 

David 
Campbell
VICE CAPTAIN
My journey to 
Prestwick St Nicholas 

began as a junior golfer on the courses 
within Ayr via membership of 
Ballochmyle and Brunston Castle golf 
clubs. I have been a member here for 
eight years and enjoy playing at a 
course of the quality and standing of St 
Nicholas.
I joined the committee in 2013 and my 
responsibilities have included Health 
and Safety, Archives and currently 
Membership. 

Colin Ramsay
MATCH AND HANDICAP  CONVENOR
Information and photograph in the next 
‘Links’ issue...
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