
CAPTAIN’S LOG

Welcome to the March 
edition of  the ‘Link’.

As this will be my last as Captain, 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of  the 

staff  employed at St Nicholas for 

their efforts over the past year. I 
have mentioned on several 

occasions the wonderful job that 
they do in looking after our 

fantastic links, taking care of  our 

needs when we are not golfing and 
last but by no means least running 

the club on our behalf.
I must also thank the 2014/15 

Committee for their support 

throughout the year. You have all 
made a significant contribution to 

what has been a successful year for 
our club and I have indeed been 

very lucky to have had the 

opportunity to work with you all 
in my time as Captain.

I could not let this opportunity 
pass without mentioning Malcolm 

Foggo and Bob Ellis. As you are 

aware both gentlemen retired in 
December 2014 after many years 

of  valued service to the club. I 
would like to thank them for their 

dedication to St Nicholas Golf  

Club and to wish them both a 

long and happy retirement.
My last duty as Captain will be to 

chair the Annual General Meeting 

on Thursday 26th March at 7.00 
in the clubhouse. I look forward to 

meeting up with you then. As for 
the coming year, I hope you all 

have a fantastic season and I wish 

you all the very best of  luck. 

John Stobie, Captain

Club AGM

The Club AGM is scheduled to 
be held on March 26th at 
7:00pm in the Mixed Lounge.  
Anyone attending is requested 
to be at the Club in sufficient 
time to allow a prompt start. 
Please note that smart dress is 
required (Jackets and Ties for 
the Gentlemen). 

In House

A massive THANK YOU is due
to Alex McFadzean who finishes 

his three year stint as House 
Convener.  

Alex is always to be seen around 

the inside, and outside, of  the 
Clubhouse doing repairs and 

ensuring all necessary work is 
done to maintain the fabric 

ST NICHOLAS LINK
ISSUE 8 MARCH 2015 	 	 NEWSLETTER FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS  OF THE CLUB

P R E S T W I C K  S T  N I C H O L A S  G O L F  C L U B

of  the building.                                   

He has put in an immense amount 
of  work, personally, in doing this 

and will be sorely missed in that 

respect. 

Change in Drink Driving 
Laws

With the recent change in 
‘Drink drive limits’ we are 
giving thought as to how to help 
Members with this situation and 
are looking for ideas in this 
respect. Things like a dedicated 
line in the Clubhouse to a local 
taxi company, car sharing and 
helping groups to book mini 
coaches to come to functions at 
the club (e.g. from South Ayr or 
other areas) 

Do you have any thoughts, or 
ideas, on this subject that would 
help us to continue to see good 
use of  the Clubhouse and keep 
ourselves within the Law. 

Please let the Committee 
know your thoughts. 



Greenside 
Low nitrogen 

lawn sand will 
be applied to 

greens and 

surrounds mid 
March, mainly to control moss 

and harden grass against disease. 
Once temperatures start to rise a 

shallow micro tine will be carried 

out to greens, tees and surrounds 
prior to an over-seed using salt 

tolerant bent grasses. 
Topdressing will then be applied 

along with an application of  

liquid seaweed and amino acids; 

this will help enhance 
germination rates. 

Divoting will be carried out on 

Tees, fairways and semi rough.  
As you know this proves to be 

very time consuming and for    
this reason occasionally club 

members are 

asked to assist. 
The white posts 

will be removed 

and full play 
from tees and 

fairways will commence from 
Monday 23rd March. 

During the month of  March all 

bunkers are topped up with fresh 
sand which amounts to 

approximately 40 tonne. All 
bunkers will be brought into play 

from 1st April.   Heights of  cut on 

machinery will be lowered 
accordingly depending on soil 

temperatures and growth rates.

Club Membership

To keep the Club membership up 

to healthy levels we would like to 
remind you that if  you introduce 

a new Ordinary or Associate 
Member and their membership is  

accepted, then the club will add a 

bonus to your Club Card.   

Lunch from 12 noon 
until 4pm

A La Carte
Menu

Book now to avoid 
disappointment!

I am very proud and pleased to accept 
the position as Ladies Captain of  
Prestwick St Nicholas Golf  Club.

Welcome new Lady Captain 
Annette Paterson 

My aim is to represent your 
interests on and off  the golf  course 
and to try to ensure that the lady 
members of  this club have the very 
best golfing experience possible in 
an atmosphere of  friendly 
competitiveness and support. The 
ladies section also has a reputation 
of  organising high quality off  the 
course events and I am sure the 
committee and I will be working 
hard to ensure that this continues. 

I have been a ward volunteer at the 
Ayrshire Hospice for eleven years 
and I also now do the training of  
new volunteers. I am the Saturday 
night wummin! The Ayrshire 
Hospice is known and respected 
throughout Ayrshire and it will 
come as no surprise to you that this 
will be my chosen charity for my 
year as captain.
Golf  of  course is addictive....and 
no matter how well or how badly I 
play ... I always come back for 
more! St Nicholas is such a 
beautiful and dangerous 
course ...the views on a good or a 
bad day are stunning and our 
clubhouse and facilities are to be 
envied. I look forward to meeting 
you on or off  the course throughout 
the year.

Mother’s Day 

Sunday
15 March

Divotting Monday and Tuesday 

16th and 17th March and Thursday 

19th March meeting at 

greenkeepers shed at 9.00am.

Invite to all members to take part 

if  you can. The more the merrier!

£10 per person (includes Supper & Quiz, Free entry)Supper 6 - 7pm
Quiz 8pm
Teams of  4
(Enter Team names at Bar)

CLUB QUIZ

CASH PRIZES!

Course CSS – the Ladies 
course was measured in 
August 2014 and we now 
have the Course certificates 
rating the 18 hole course Par 
72 and the 9 hole Par 35. 

Friday 13 March



Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet, suspendisse 
nulla, rhoncus temp 
placerat fermentum

Club Survey

The Club Survey results are now 

available to view from the Club 
website.  Enter the Members 

section to download the survey 

presentation.  The results of  some 
questions are not shown as these 

relate to “Comments” questions 
which are not quantifiable.   

Analysis of  the questions is still in 

progress and results will be made 
known when the analysis is 

complete. The total cost of  the 
survey is about £100 with many 

hours put in by three members of  

the committee in analysing the 
results. 

Seniors

Seniors group is in good health 

with 28 turning out recently to 

play in cold, brisk conditions. The 
seniors are enjoying convivial 

games in the company of  good 
friends and use a variety of  

formats. Their competitions are 

both individual and team and 
their programme of  events is on 

the notice board. Great fun 
apparently enjoyed by all!! 

If  you are over 55 and wish to join 

them then come along on a 
Monday between 9.15 and 9.30 

for a coffee, chat and the draw, 

prior to teeing off  about 10.00 

Inside Information
In this issue we talk to someone 
who is always around and about 
and is the “face” of the Golf Club 

Name: Grant Hood
Position: Club Steward 
Grant is a qualified chef  who has 

been at St Nicholas for almost 14 
years. In February 2001 he took 

over the catering on a self-

employed franchise basis then 
accepted an offer to become club 

steward two years ago. 
He is responsible for the smooth 

running of  everything within the 

clubhouse. 
“When I came here at first my job 

was more or less just putting food 
on a plate. I was self- employed 

but the committee must have liked 

the way I did things because two 
years ago they asked me to 

become club steward,” said 40-
year-old Grant. 

“Now things are much more 

involved and I look after all 
aspects of  the clubhouse – staff, 

kitchen, bar, cleaning and so on. I 
also do all the buying – food, 

drink, even soap for the changing 

rooms.” 
He has been a chef  for 24 years. 

He trained at college then worked 
at the Parkstone Hotel before 

becoming a head chef  with the 

French restaurant chain Pierre 
Victoire. He won a silver medal in 

a contest to find Ayrshire’s Young 
Chef  of  the Year and made it to 

the finals of  Scotland’s Student of  

the Year competition. 

Grant was born in Falkirk. When 

he was seven years old his father, 
who was an engineer, got a 

job in South Africa and the family 

emigrated to Johannesburg. They 
were there for seven years before 

returning to Scotland. 
He now lives in Irvine with his 

wife, Angela – who helps out in 

the club for functions – 
daughters Kayla, 12, and son 

Clayton, 8. 

A keen golfer, he is a member of  
Irvine Bogside and plays off  a 

handicap of  13. He is also a past 

captain of  the 123-year-old St 
Mungo Golf  Club -– which is 

based at Bogside and is open to 
members of  the licensed trade 

and their suppliers – he is also a 

past chairman of  the Scottish 
Golf  Club Stewards Association. 

“I enjoy working at the golf  club; 
it’s very different from a hotel,” he 

said. 

MARCH 2015	 PRESTWICK ST NICHOLAS GOLF CLUB	 ISSUE EIGHT

DIARY DATES

1. CLUB AGM - THURSDAY 

26 MARCH 7.00PM

2. QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY 13 

MARCH

3. MOTHERING SUNDAY - 

SUNDAY 15 MARCH

4. TEA & TALK  - SUNDAY 22 

MARCH / 2PM - 4PM

5. LADIES TASTER DAY - 

SUNDAY 24 MAY

the longest tenure for a Scotland manager.  Under Craig, Scotland 
qualified for both Euro '96  in England and the 1998 FIFA World 
Cup in France. He has also managed Aberdeen, Motherwell, Preston 
North End and Clyde. 

He was awarded the CBE in 1999 for services to football. 

TEA & TALK - £8.00
Book your place now and enjoy a 
del ic ious afternoon tea and be 
entertained by our guest speaker Craig 
Brown CBE. Craig is a Scottish former 
professional football player and manager.  
He is currently a non executive director 
of  Aberdeen. Craig was a manager of 

Sunday 22 March 


