
Captains Log: 

W 
elcome to the 4th edition of the St Nicholas Link. In recent weeks we have hosted 

several open events including the Betty Singleton, the Junior Open and the Mixed 

Open. It is testament to the popularity of our wonderful links that golfers of all ages 

come back to St Nicholas year after year. This of course does not happen by accident and we 

have as always the efforts of all our greenkeeping, bar, catering and professional staff to thank 

for the work that they do in preparing the links and providing a warm welcome to all our visitors 

and guests. We must also recognise the preparation and organisation and dedication provided 

by our members who give up their time year after year to run all of these events. My sincere 

thanks go to you all.  

John Stobie, Captain 

Slow Play: 

O 
ver the past few weeks the Committee has looked 
closely at the issue of Slow Play which has become 
a problem for some members in Saturday 
Competitions.   

We therefore propose to trial some changes to Saturday 
medal play during September. These will include starting 
times being set at uniform 9 minute intervals throughout 
the day with all players being asked to strictly adhere to 
their allotted starting time on the first tee. This should 
control the flow of players out onto the course and 
hopefully contribute to an acceptable pace of play over the 
entire course.  

Tee Off will initially be controlled by a Starter at 1st tee 
to ensure play begins at the allotted time. 

We may also experiment with some tee positions and depending on how busy the course is 
use some holes as call up holes.  

These actions will be monitored to examine their effect with the results of the exercise being 
reported back to the membership before any other changes are proposed or introduced.  

Mixed Open—August 2014 

D 
espite the bad weather, which went on for most 
of the day, the Mixed Open went ahead with 78 
couples competing for the Stewart and Ella 
Downie Memorial trophy. 

The day was won by Kerr and Christine MacTavish 
from Loudoun (pictured with our Club Captain and Lady 
Captain) with a Nett 70.5 and with the best inward half.  

The Gross prize was won by Steven Scott and Isabel Cullen from Cardross with an 81. 

Many thanks go to Malcolm Bee for all his hard work in arranging the event.  Thanks also to  
all volunteers and Mark in the Pro Shop for all their help.  The Open was again a tremendous 
success for the Club as a whole. 



Diary Dates 

Ayr SeaFront 

Air Show 

Saturday  6th  

1pm—4pm 

Take Afternoon 

Tea  with 

Champagne 

and watch the 

displays from 

the comfort of 

the Mixed 

Lounge. 

 

SUNDAY 14th 

Carvery in John 

Gray lounge 

 

Menus and Prices 

available or see 

Grant for details 

and bookings 

 

Open Day Update: 

T 
he Open Day which was held on Sunday 27th July attracted over 40 persons 

who visited the Club and expressed an interest in joining.  A radio advertising 

campaign was supported by adverts in the Ayrshire Post, the Glasgow Herald 

and the Eastwood Extra as well as by leaflet drops houses  in the locality. 

26 people completed membership application forms across all categories, 20 of whom 

will have been interviewed by the time this newsletter is published, including  7 

Ordinary, 2 Associate and 8 Temporary applications. 

A further 19 people completed registration forms and their interest together with that of 
another approximately 15 persons who emailed or telephoned for information is being 
followed up by the Secretary’s office. 
 
The Open Day advertising has also raised the profile of the Club and generated 
awareness within Prestwick, Ayr and surrounding areas as well as in the Southside of 
Glasgow which will hopefully have a knock on effect both in membership enquiries and 
visitor income. 

 Betty Singleton Trophy: 

W 
inners of the Betty Singleton Trophy from Cathkin 
Braes. 

190 ladies took part from all over the West of Scotland 
on a day which saw the temperature reach 27o, making for a 
superb day for what is a very prestigious open Competition for 
the club. 

The winners are pictured receiving the trophy from the Katie Hodge, Lady Captain and 
Club Captain John Stobie. 

 Boys Open: 

61 Players contested for the Junior Open on a fine day in late 
July.   

The tournament was won by our own Junior Champion Graeme 
Greer (who also plays out of Carluke).  Graeme shot a gross 67 
to win the Leonard Trophy.   

The best nett score was returned by Jack Brown of Turnberry 
with a 72 - 9 = 63, winning the Handicap trophy in the process.  

The 1st Class Bellrock Trophy was won by Ross Cook of Thornhill with 75 – 11 = 64 and 
the 2nd Class BAE Systems Trophy was won by Ross McRonald of Irvine with a score of 
84 – 20 = 64.The best St Nicholas player was Tom Nairn who won the Grangemuir 
Trophy with a score of 77 – 6 = 71. 

Planned Course Closures: 

 

September 7th (Sun)  Ladies Tri-AM (10:30 to 1:30) 

September 14th & 21st  Ayrshire Junior Match-Play 

     Finals  (11:00am—12:00pm) 

September 20th (Sat)  Arrol Cup (4:00pm Fri) 

September 21st (Sun)  Prestwick Rosebowl (9-30am to 10:30am) 

 

 



19th Hole 

Tuesday Night 

is Steak Night 

 

£9.95 gets you 

Sirloin Steak, 

served with Mush-

rooms, Onion 

Rings, Tomato 

and Fries and a 

glass of House 

Wine 

Every Tuesday 

served between 

4pm and 8pm 

 

Fish Tea  

Fridays 

 

Haddock & Chips 

Bread &  

Butter 

Tea 

£7:95 

From 4pm 

Inside Information: 

In the next in our look at people who make-up the club we look at a newer addition 
to our staff and issue a word of warning—”Don’t wanna mess with our Fiona!” 

Name: Fiona Sked 

Position: Mixologist 

It is just as well St Nicholas members are well behaved 
because Fiona Sked, who has been working in the 
clubhouse since January, is a former Metropolitan Police 
officer and has plenty of experience in dealing with 
troublemakers. 

She was born in Ayr, where her father, a pharmacist, owned the Deks chemist shop 
in Beresford Terrace. 

The family then moved to Oban. Fiona went to school in the West Highland town 
before furthering her education at a college in Glasgow. 

When she was just 20, she decided to move to London. 

“My sister was working down there and I decided to go and see what the craic was 
in London,” said Fiona.  

She worked in a series of temporary jobs including one as an administrative 
assistant with the Metropolitan Police. 

“While I was there someone suggested it would be more fun being a police officer, 
so I joined the Met at the age of 22. I was in uniform for eight years then became a 
detective in CID for two years before leaving the force to become a legal adviser 
with a firm of criminal defence solicitors. 

“Not long after I joined the police, there was a call from a man who claimed he had 
killed his girlfriend. I was one of the officers sent to the scene and it was horrific.  

“Later, when I was in CID, I was involved in another murder investigation and 
became the liaison officer for the victim’s family.” 

Fiona received a commendation for her part in that investigation.  

“I always preferred helping people to kicking down doors to arrest them, so I 
became a legal adviser to a defence solicitor. That involved going to police stations 
to interview those accused of crimes. 

“I did that for nine years then decided it was time to return to Ayr. I always thought of 
Ayr as home and missed living beside the sea. That’s one of the things I love about 
St Nicholas – the view over the Firth of Clyde to Arran is beautiful.” 

When she is not working, Fiona enjoys running, walking and music – she plays the 
violin and piano.  

She also plays golf… “not for a long time, although maybe now I’ll get the clubs out 
of the cupboard and dust them off.” 
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 Competition Corner: 

T 
he Club Championship Final will be contested between Chris Ireland and Alan 

Poole.  The Coila Cup Final will be between Kevin Nibloe and Graham Boyle.  

Both Finals will be held on Sunday 7th September 2014 and the Tee is 

reserved from 9.45.   Come and watch these if you can. 

The Arrol Cup entry sheets are now on display (maximum handicap for entry is 5) 

The ‘Blue Tee Medals’ will be held on Monday 25th August and 8th and 22nd of 

September. 
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