
Captains Log: 

W elcome to the third edition of the St Nicholas Link. Congratulations to all the St 

Nicholas members who qualified for the Prestwick Links Trophy and Boyd Cup 

competitions recently played over Prestwick Links and especially to James Johnstone 

after his victory over Sandy Buchanan in the final of the Links Trophy. 

This month marks the 100th anniversary of the First World War and to mark this occa-

sion our club archivists, David Coid and Murray Bothwell, have prepared a tribute to the 

St Nicholas members and member’s sons who fell between 1914 and 1918. David and 

Murray have spent many months researching information and I’m sure that you will 

agree that the article has been written in a thoughtful and compassionate manner. My 

thanks go to David and Murray for continuing to develop a host of information relating 

to St Nicholas Golf Club and its long and proud history. 

John Stobie, Captain 

Course Etiquette: Dress Code: 

F ollowing some recent complaints and issues regarding ad-

herence to the club’s dress code, the Committee would once 

again ask all members to ensure that they are appropriately 

dressed at all times both on the golf course and in the clubhouse. 

Members are also asked to ensure that any guests that are intro-

duced to the club conform to the rules on dress code. For the 

avoidance of any doubt members are reminded that:- 

Clothes worn on the course should be specifically designed for 

the purpose of golf. Everyone using the clubhouse must be 

smartly and appropriately dressed at all times. Trousers and 

shorts must be of a tailored type. The wearing of jeans or trou-

sers of denim material, combat type garments, sports shorts, track and shell suits, 

training type shoes and flip flops are not permitted in any area of the clubhouse or 

the course. Shorts must be of knee length and be worn with sports socks, for gentle-

men, sports socks must be of at least ankle length. Shirts must have a collar or be of 

a polo type or turtle neck. Polo type shirts and turtle neck shirts must be designed 

and manufactured for the purpose of golf.    

Committee have also asked that the Bar and Professional staff are more vigilant in 

checking visitors and golf societies prior to the commencement of play or before en-

tering the clubhouse.  

Equally, all members are encouraged to politely point out the Dress Code to any oth-

er members or visitor's to the course. 
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Diary Dates 

An Evening 

with Dean 

Park 

 

Want a night 

of fun, enter-

tainment and 

laughter? 

Advance res-

ervations now 

being taken. 

 

Contact Grant 

Hood or  

Douglas  

Urquhart  to 

reserve your 

table – Why 

not bring your 

friends too! 

 

Saturday 4th 

October 

 

£22 for two 

courses + 

coffee 

Club Charity Success 

T he club Charity AM-AM played on 

Monday 9th June was a great suc-

cess. Feedback from many of the 

members and guests who played on 

the day paid tribute to the organisation of the event as well as complimenting 

the condition of the course.  

The charity day raised a staggering £6,700 for our two chosen charities South-

craig Campus and Make a Wish, and we would once again like to thank the club 

members and guests who supported the event, those who sponsored a hole, 

donated a prize to the auction or the raffle or gave their professional services 

free of charge. Such has been the success of this event over the past two years 

that we would very much like to run a similar event next year.   

 

 In House: 

M ost of you will have noticed that the new Buggy 

enclosure has now been completed. This will al-

low easier access to the buggy and hopefully 

promote its use. 

Work has also almost finished in the refurbished ladies 

downstairs toilet. The toilets were in need of upgrading 

and the works will hopefully enhance the good image of 

the club to members and visitors alike. 

Many thanks once again to Alex McFadzean for all of his hard work in managing 

these projects. 

 Greenside: 

O n the course and following the recent dry spell of weather 

the greens staff are now carrying out minimum watering 

to encourage root growth in the finer grasses and stress the 

annual meadow grass to improve the surface of the greens.   

Gorse bushes have been trimmed at the 2nd and 17th to make 

the holes fairer for all who play and to try and reduce time look-

ing for lost balls. 

The old seat has been placed beside the path between the first and second 

holes to provide a safe place to wait and NOT to encourage slow play!! 

The new toilet between the tenth tee and thirteenth fairway is now in place and 

open. It is unclear who had the honour of the first use! 

Open Day 

W e are hosting an Open Day on Sunday 27th July for any Ladies, Gents 

& Juniors who may be interested in joining the club, or who want to see 

what the club looks like.  We are offering special incentives to join such as 6 

months trial membership, a trial round for £25 and an open day joining dis-

count.   

If  you know anyone who may be interested please encourage them to attend. 



19th Hole 

Tuesday Night 

is Steak Night 

 

£9.95 gets you 

Sirloin Steak, 

served with Mush-

rooms, Onion 

Rings, Tomato 

and Fries and a 

glass of House 

Wine 

Every Tuesday 

served between 

4pm and 8pm 

 

Fish Tea  

Friday’s 

 

Haddock & Chips 

Bread &  

Butter 

Tea 

£7:95 

From 4pm 

Competition Corner: 

July Medal Winners: Division 1  Scott  Low (66) 

    Division 2  David Paterson (70) 

 

Roger Casket:  Our own Bill Rae (66)  

 

Centenary Cup:  Stan Stevenson (64)  

Many Congratulations to all    

Planned Course Closures: 

July 25th (Friday) Betty Singleton Trophy – Course closed until 4:00pm  

July 28th (Monday) Boys Open – Course closed until 2:00pm 

August 10th (Sunday) Mixed Open—Course closed from 9:15am until  3:15pm 

 

Inside Information: 

We aim to provide an insight into members of the staff and club on a regular basis.  
The first article is brought to you directly from the Greenkeepers Shed: 

Name: David Boden 

Position: Assistant Greenkeeper 

Dan -– as he is known to all and sundry – has been at St 
Nicholas for 12 years, joining from Turnberry where he 
worked with our head greenkeeper John McLachlan. 

The big man is a real jack-of-all-trades – acting as a me-
chanic, painter, bricklayer and first-aider as well as greenkeeper. And before he de-
cided to tend golf courses for a living, 52-year-old Dan worked as a fisherman, lorry 
driver and bricklayer. 

He services and maintains the machinery – mowers, spreaders, tiners, diggers etc – 
which saves the club the considerable expense of hiring an outside contractor. 

 When he is not working, his great delights are amateur radio, hill walking and mo-
torbikes – he owns a powerful Kawasaki ZX9. 

Dan, who is single and lives in Maidens, said: "I just love being outdoors. I enjoy a 
bit of hill walking and have bagged a few Munros. 

“Amateur radio is a great hobby and you get to speak to different people all over the 
world.  

“I have converted a van into a mobile shack – complete with bed cooker and my 
radio equipment – and my thing now is to broadcast from the various lighthouses in 
Scotland. 

“A while back I was down at the Mull of Galloway and there was an incident off the 
coast. The local Coastguard officer used my equipment to help in the rescue, be-
cause it was better than his own radio. 

“Getting a full amateur radio licence requires a lot of study. You need to know about 
physics and meteorology -– for example, how sunspots and the ionosphere affect 
radio signals. 

“John (McLachlan) brought me to St Nicholas from Turnberry where we worked to-
gether at the 1994 Open. I love working at St Nicholas. All the greenkeepers get on 
really well; it's like a family. The members are very friendly and appreciate what you 
do.   “I enjoy the variety of the work -– it's not just cutting grass.” 


