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P R E S T W I C K  S T  N I C H O L A S  G O L F  C L U B

Captain’s Blog 
Are the glory days of high membership golf 
Clubs ever coming back?....probably not.  

If you believe the stats the overall 
membership of golf Clubs in Scotland has 
fallen by 17%  over the last decade. The 
biggest drop has been among the Ladies 
Sections who are bleeding members at 3% a 
year. The lowering of the drink driving limit 
has also knocked the viability of golf Clubs 
and could be the final blow for some. Let's 
not mince our words many Clubs are 
struggling. 

We are told that a round of golf takes a long 
time and modern lifestyles don't allow us to 
invest that time on a weekend. We are told 
that different members want different things 
from their Club and have other competing 
interests. Too many golf Clubs not enough 
members to go around. Declining loyalty and 
the perception that golf Club membership 
does not offer value for money. 

Stop!....I am not at all sure we should buy 
into the golf pundits picture of golf Club 
membership at Prestwick St Nicholas GC. 
Have they visited our Club? While I accept 
the general stats I see a Club holding onto its 
core membership. Offering great value for 
money both in the quality of the Links and 
the Clubhouse facilities. I know that many of 
the new members are very happy with the 
decision they made to join the Club and 
make regular use of the Clubhouse which is 
now part of their social scene. I note that 
many competitions are well supported and 
that over 90 members turned out for the 

Annual Dinner and Presentation of Prizes last 
month. An increase of about 25% on the 
previous two years.  I read the visitors 
comments on Tripadviser and speak to the 
many guests who are bowled over with the 
condition of the course and the catering 
service on offer. I note a good atmosphere 
about the Club and a willingness of Club 
members to meet with and speak to 
committee members. I note a desire to listen 
to members views. 

The old adage that 20% of your customers 
are responsible for 80% of your business 
holds true within our Club. Mind you that 
20% are very active in competitions, 
spending on bar and catering and generally 
supporting and assisting with all manner of 
Club activities. 

So if we can get by with that 20% and the 
help of some careful arithmetic, what would 
the future of the Club be like if some of the 
80% just spent a little more in the Club. Of 
course we need more members but a bit 
more support from our existing members 
base could be the way ahead. 

We talk a good game about the need to 
rebuild the Junior Section. We are the only 
local Club offering a route into golf for 7 to 9 
year olds whether they have a relative in the 
Club or not. This investment may not benefit 
this Club but it will benefit golf in the future. 
All of us have to give something back to the 
sport we love. We recently circulated 
members to try and build up a pool of adult 
members we could call on to help with the 
wee ones on a Sunday. The result was . ..well 
there was only one response. 

In September my Captain’s duties included 
refereeing the Club Championship on the 
15th when I was treated to a lesson in golfing 
ability and good etiquette when Jim 
Johnston played Kevin Brock for the ultimate 
Club golfing honour this year. 
A few days later we hosted the Arrol Cup won 
by Barry Hume with two rounds of 64 wow! 

Barry was glowing in his compliments on the 
condition of the course. On the 20th we lost 
the Rosebowl Trophy to Prestwick GC played 
at St Cuthberts. I refereed the Jubilee Bowl 
final on the 23rd when John Errington lost to 
Vinnie Roarty in another great game played 
in a very supportive manner by both players. 
The Yellow Ball competition on the 27th 
combined with the Sunday Carvery  was 
another success with those who took part. 

October 8th brought the Committee match 
against our Greenkeepers who managed a 
narrow victory over the Committee as did the 
Committee of Prestwick GC when we hosted 
their annual game at home on the 15th. The 
23rd was the Gents Annual Dinner which 
brings me back to my original theme that the 
Club is essentially alive and well and only 
needs a little support around the edges from 
some more members. 

Ok so the current Committee are not good at 
winning matches and I may well be 
remembered as the Captain who lost the 
Prestwick Rosebowl. However Committee 
does try very hard to manage the Club and to 
make changes which will be beneficial to 
members in general and the Club in 
particular. We will shortly announce a re-
organisation of the rooms within the 
Clubhouse. Spaces which are not fully 
utilised will be re-allocated for another use. 
The Committee room which we have 
previously jealously guarded will also go. We 
need to look to future corporate membership 
and provide a suitable meeting room 
equipped with modern presentation 
facilities. We need to create multi purpose 
adaptable spaces. 

There are many other good things going on 
in the Club and some are reported elsewhere 
in this edition of the Newsletter. Maybe time 
to join in and consider not ‘what can my golf 
Club do for me but what can I do for my golf 
Club?’ 

Douglas Urquhart
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CLUB WEBSITE UPDATE 
Earlier this year we re-vamped our Club 
website as the software used to administer it 
was obsolete.   

It is hoped that the website will act as a draw 
for visitors and will give a good first 
impression of the Club.  This is a repetitive 
process and work is on-going to add more up-
to-date information and news. 

We have added a banner to the front page 
which will be used to inform members of any 
issues regarding the Club or course.  For 
example, if winter greens are put into use due 
to frost, an announcement will be displayed 
on the banner as early as possible.  This is 
especially useful when a medal is cancelled 
due to winter greens being used.  We 
encourage the membership to check the 
website on a regular basis for news and 
information. 

The site has several menu items, some of 
which have still to be populated.  Please bear 
with us as providing and updating the 
information is time-consuming, and is done 
on a voluntary basis. 

The Committee would welcome any ideas for 
items to be added or reported on.  

LADIES SECTION CAPTAIN 
It’s that time of year again in the Ladies 
Section calendar when we celebrate our 
golfing successes throughout the golfing 
season. Our annual dinner and prizegiving 
was held on Friday 30th October. Our prizes 
ranged from the Most Improved Golfer to the 
Ladies Club Champion. The variety of 
formats... stroke play, foursomes, matchplay, 
mixed, stableford and for individual 
achievement in putting and a count of the 
number of birdies in the season...means that 
every golfer whatever their handicap has a 
chance of getting their eye on a prize!  

It is always lovely at the dinner to see the 
ladies all dressed up and ready to have a 
lovely meal and a catch up with how everyone 

played this year. Lots of laughter and a great 
night of celebration.  

It was October and was time to head to Arran 
for the Arran Challenge. This competition is 
played over the deceptively difficult 12 hole 
course at Shiskine. Two groups of St Nicholas 
ladies were there again this year and the 
weather stayed dry and no wind...golf 
heaven!  The views around the course are 

spectacular and it is a lovely way to round off 
our golf season...an away weekend full of golf 
and fun...a great combination.  

Heading up to the festive season the ladies 
section have organised a Fashion Show and 
shopping evening on Friday 20th November. 
We are teaming up with Emporium in 
Prestwick and I am sure it will be a really good 
night. Tickets are on sale now..£10 including 
supper and a glass of wine.  

Annette Paterson  (Ladies Section Captain) 

A REMINDER! 
Thursday is Ladies Day and most Thursdays 
they have a competition running. This 
means they have priority on the course! 
Please give way to them, as you would 
expect others to do when you are playing 
in Competition.  

MALAWI FUNDRAISER 
Thanks to those of you who bought a quiz 
from me recently to raise money towards the 
completion of a toilet block at M’buka Primary 
School in Area 36, Lilongwi, Malawi. 

The sum of £450 was raised, equalled by my 
sister, and sent to our friend who teaches 
there.   

Already water tanks are in place in the school 
grounds and the toilet block will soon be 
functional.  Some money also went to the 
purchase of school desks. 

Many, many thanks. 
Sheena Spence (Ladies Section Vice Captain) 

IDEAS TO HELP STOP SLOW 
PLAY 
Always leave your trolley, or bag, at the point 
where you will leave the green to go to the 
next tee. Never leave them on the other side 
of the green or in front of the green – the time 
taken to retrieve them and move to the next 
tee is time wasted on the course. 
After you have finished putting on any hole 
replace the flag and immediately exit the 
green and proceed to the next tee. Do not 
stand and mark your card or count up (or 
discuss!) the number of strokes you have 
taken for the hole. 

A WORD OF THANKS 
This year the Border beside the Putting Green 
has been maintained by a group of Seniors. 
They brought the plants through last winter, 
planted them out in the Spring and 
maintained the border through the year. 
Congratulations to Hugh McKail and his team.

2016 CLUB CALENDARS!
… on sale shortly - all profits will 
be used to support the Junior 
Section 

Diary Dates
CHRISTMAS BALL
Friday 4 December - NOW SOLD OUT

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday 6 December - Please book at 
the Bar or with Grant

HOGMANAY DANCE
Thursday 31 December - Tickets on 
sale from Grant £49.50 per person.

NIGHT OF MAGIC, MUSIC AND A 
MEAL
Saturday 27 February 2016
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RESPECT WITHIN 
THE CLUB  
FOR THE MEMBERS 

There are still many cars parked in such a 
way that they cause difficulties for other 
users of the car park. Please check that your 
car is within the space marked both side to 
side, and back and front. Side to side allows 
others to get in and out of their cars easily. 
Back and front ensures you are not blocking 
spaces designated for ‘blue badge’ car 
drivers, or blocking the roadways for cars 
moving around the car park. Blocking 
roadways may prevent emergency vehicles 
from accessing the building and the delivery 
of supplies.  

FOR THE COURSE 
At this time of year we enter a period when 
we can help the course recover from a busy 
summer period and produce a course to be 
proud of next year.  

Playing on Winter greens and tees and off 
the fairways is important to protect the 
course. 

Winter greens are used to allow play, at 
times, when to use the main greens would 
seriously affect them. These greens on the 
fairways are ‘white lined’ and this means 
GUR when the full course is in use i.e. you 
MUST lift off them and where possible not 
walk or take your trolleys over them – not 
unless you want them badly rutted when the 
frost comes  

On the Tees– always play off the mats when 
they are in play at short holes. Do not play 
from behind them – remember grass does 
not grow in the winter as it does in the 
summer so any pieces marked, or taken out, 
will not regenerate until late spring next 
year. This applies to any part of the course. 

Fairways are protected through the Winter 
with the White Posts, these were put out 
early in November. This means you MUST 
play from outside the line of the posts, 
unless you use a mat on the fairway. 
Finally Pitchmarks – there will be more of 
them now that the ground will be softer.   
The faster you repair a pitch mark the more 

chance it has of recovery, remember to pull 
the grass into the centre of the mark and 
repair marks even when there are tine marks 
on the green – don’t say ‘well the green is 
bumpy anyway so I won’t bother or don’t 
need to’.  Respect your course and repair 
your own and another pitchmark, at least, on 
every green! 

FOR THE CLUBHOUSE 
Respect for the fabric of the building should 
go without saying – it is expensive to 
maintain. Cleaning carpets and mending 
chairs cost us a lot of money – please use the 
lounges with respect. 

The Changing Rooms should also be 
respected and so should other players using 
them. Clothes and shoes, not to mention 
equipment, left lying about and seemingly 
forgotten does not look good in the 
Changing Facilities and can be dangerous as 
tripping hazards. The Drying Room is for 
drying clothes – not a locker for clothes, 
shoes, or golf bags, to be left once they are 
dry. It must be nice to put on a warm jacket 
you left in there but that is not respecting the 
use of the room. Once dry they should be 
removed at the first opportunity. 

Visitors go through OUR Changing Rooms 
and seeing the state of them presents an 
image of  Prestwick St Nicholas Golf Club – 
let’s make that the ‘right’ image.

Jubilee Bowl Winner - 
Vinnie Roarty

And finally…Fun was had 
by all at the annual Quiz 
Night, which took place on 
Friday 13 November. 
Questions, Dingbats, Who 
is Who? and lots, lots more. 
Good teamwork, food and 
lots of laughter.  
Congratulations to the 
winning team. 


