
 

Captain’s Log 

I remember during the budget 
process discussing how much  
visitor revenue we could expect 
this year and someone said , ‘let's 
hope for a good summer’. Well 
since May the expected average 
rainfall was to be around 287mm 
in fact we have had 402mm of 
rain! Rainy windy weather is not 
good for the finances of any golf 
club. The good news is that the 
course has stood up well to this 
deluge and visitor income is up on 
the first 6 months of this year  
compared with 2014. 

We are in direct competition with a 
number of our neighbouring 
Clubs. One local Club may have 
the opportunity to improve their 
clubhouse facilities in the future. 
The Local Authority Golf complex 
will have a modern clubhouse 
early next year.  We will never be 
able to compete with the visitor 
income produced at some  
prestige Clubs and we know other 
clubs are continuing to chase  
visitor income through organised  
package deals.

Why is visitor income so important what is 
all the fuss about? Well we have fewer 
Ordinary members now than we have ever 
had at any time previously and that 
amounts to a substantial loss of income. 
Despite having already met our budget 
target of 21 new Ordinary members this 
year the club remains 63 members short 
of our constitutional limit in this important 
membership category.  Committee will 
continue to come up with ideas to get 
new members into the Club. However we  
appear to be ‘treading water’ in this very 
important area that will eventually affect 
us all in the not too distant future. 
I am not sure members want to hear 
about the freebies I have enjoyed recently 
earned only from my position as Club 
Captain but I will tell you anyway that I 
attended the Captain’s Lunch at Turnberry 
during the Ricoh Ladies Championship. 

Mr Trump made a brief appearance and I 
took the opportunity to promote St 
Nicholas as you would expect. I walked 
right up to him, introduced myself and  
…….he just walked away!

July and August has produced a  
number of real successes with the Boys 
Open Championship, the Ladies Betty 
Singleton Open and the Club Mixed 

Open which attracted 180  
entrants from as far afield at Barns-
ley, Dumfries, Aberdeen and Perth. 
These are showpiece events for the 
Club and from the compliments I 
received on your behalf we  
succeeded in showing off the 
course and the quality of catering to 
an excellent level. 

These events and many other Club 
events could not be administered 
but for the time and assistance  
given freely by some members. You 
know who you are and would not 
welcome me identifying you here. 
However I want to take this  
opportunity on behalf of the Club to 
thank the usual suspects who are 
always there to help the Club. 

Meanwhile it's allegedly still  
summer so get out there and use 
our excellent links and Clubhouse 
facilities for yourself and your 
guests. 

Douglas Urquhart
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DIARY DATES 
FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER - Whisky Tasting Evening
FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER - Annual Dinner and Presentation of Prizes - £22.50 
(pay on the night) Guest Speaker - JIMMY STIRLING (comedian and raconteur)
FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER - Ladies Annual Dinner and Prize-giving 

Tickets for Ball and Hogmanay available at the end of October (watch for 
information) 
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GARETH HARDY 
PGA Assistant Golf Professional
South African Gareth has been at 
St Nicholas for almost four years 
and in that time has helped many 
members with advice on how to 
improve their game or the best golf 
equipment to buy.


He is 31 years old and was born in 
Newcastle, which sits about 

halfway between Durban and 

Johannesburg. As you would 

expect, Gareth is a keen all-round 
sportsman. He played hockey,

rugby and cricket at school, and 
turns out regularly for Ayr Hockey 
Club.


Gareth was 14 when he first picked 
up a golf club and after beating a 
friend – a 12-handicapper – he 
knew this was the sport for him. At 
18 he started training to be a 

professional golfer and became 
fully qualified four years after that.


“In 2003 I decided to leave South 
Africa and come to Scotland

because there are more 

opportunities here,” said Gareth. “I 
worked at Turnberry and 

Dundonald Links before joining 
Richard Gordon (the head pro at St 
Nicholas and Ayr Belleisle) in 
2009.”


He is a regular on the Tartan Tour, 
competing in between 15 and 20 
events a season. 


In the summer Gareth works a long 
day. He opens the shop at 7am and 
acts as   starter until the afternoon 
when he gives lessons to golfers of 
all ages and abilities. Frequently he 
won’t get home to his wife Lauren – 
who hails from Kilmarnock – until 8 
or 9 at night. 


Lessons 
“I give about 20 or 30 lessons a 
week and it is a big part of my job. 
I enjoy it. I love helping people to 
improve their game,” he said.


Gareth is significantly involved with 
the Little Nicks’ programme, which 
aims to give coaching sessions to 
young children and progress them 
through the Junior and Intermedi-
ate sections to eventually become 
full members of the Golf Club.

The Little Nicks  
“The Little Nicks’ programme is a 
great idea. Not many Clubs have an 
initiative like this,” he said. 

If you want Gareth to help improve 
your game, contact him at the pro 
shop, or call him on 07708 513 442, 
or email him at 

hards_gaza@hotmail.com

“I give about 20 or 30 lessons a week and it is a big part of my 
job. I enjoy it. I love helping people to improve their game”

GET KEVIN HOME, 
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
CONGRATULATIONS, 
read on… 

GREENSIDE 
Over seeding has been carried out over 
certain walk off areas and sparse areas 
on fairways. Due to mild and damp 
weather conditions 
germination rates are proving to be 
very successful. Temporary – winter 
tees have also been over seeded and 
this should become noticeable over 
next few weeks.

Members are reminded as a
temporary local rule, any area on the 
course which has obviously been 
repaired, with the exception of filled 
divot holes, is considered ground 
under repair and relief can be taken.
Greens have again been lightly top 
dressed and over seeded using 100% 
bent mix. An application of wetting 
agent and seaweed turf stimulant has 
then been applied to assist in early 
germination rates and improve wear 
recovery.

Verde turf has been replaced on the walk 
ways beside the 5th and 7th greens.

           John MacLachlan
THANKS 
Over the last few weeks there have been a lot 
of Open Events at the Club and the Ricoh 
Ladies Open at Turnberry. To make these 
events a success a number of members have 
helped with the Organisation, Starting Duties, 
Ball Spotting and Registration and have  
promoted Prestwick St Nicholas in the eyes 
of visitors and, in the case of the Ricoh,  
others in the ‘golfing world’. Thanks to all 
who have taken the time to do this. 

MEMBERSHIP 
There’s always room for more! 
There is always room for more members 
at Prestwick St Nicholas. Whilst we are  
alright against budget at present, if we 
want to progress the Club in the future 
then more members would put our  
finances in an excellent position for the  
future development of the Club. Do you 
know of anyone who you could get to join 
to help this development?

Gareth and the ‘little Nicks’

Gareth Hardy Ladies St Nicholas receiving the 
Louise Crooks trophy. They beat St 
Cuthbert 6 : 2 - The match was 
played away at St Cuthbert.

mailto:hards_gaza@hotmail.com
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HONORARY MEMBERSHIP for MALCOLM FOGGO 
Malcolm Foggo received his Honorary Membership from Past Captain John 
Stobie, having been unable to receive it at the AGM through illness. 
Malcolm joined the Club in 1951 and became Club Captain in 1974 before  
taking over as Match and Handicap Secretary in 1981 – a position he held until 
last year, an amazing 33 years in office. 
During his playing days he won many competitions, in particular, the Jubilee 
Bowl which he won on five occasions between 1956 and 1983 – a record yet to 
be surpassed! He’s also a good team man having won both the Winter and 
Summer competitions with his son Neil. 
He has given this Club wonderful service as a player, and Official of the Club, 
and deserves this Honorary Membership with all our thanks for his dedication to 
Prestwick St Nicholas Golf Club.

John and his green keeping staff had 
the course looking marvellous and all 
of the ladies especially from other 
Clubs were very impressed. The scor-
ing team was led by Eleanor Noble and 
her team…thank you so much ladies it 
is not an easy job!

Malcolm and his team of ball spotters 
were as always invaluable in keeping  
play moving along. We are very lucky 
to have the guys out there helping us 
find those wayward balls.

There was a great buzz around the 
Clubhouse and I know Grant and his 
staff did a wonderful job of keeping the 
food and drinks coming from early 
morning to late at night.Great job!

A big part of this event is fund raising 
for the Ladies Section Captain’s charity 
and so on behalf of the Ayrshire Hos-
pice thank you to all the sponsors, 
those who donated prizes and to all of 
you who bought tickets…the total at 
the moment stands at £2500.

I am delighted to say that The Betty 
Singleton Trophy 2015 was won by 
Katie Hodge (past Ladies Section Cap-
tain) and June Dempster (Treasurer) 
from Prestwick St Nicholas. They came 
in with a 69 and that was always going 
to be the score to beat….congratula-
tions ladies a fabulous win.


We are already thinking and planning 
for next year….and we are proud to 
continue to honour the memory of Mrs 
Betty Singleton.      Annette Paterson


ETIQUETTE 
Poor etiquette and slow play are still 
with us! We will, through the ‘Link’, 
try and make some suggestions to help 
ease this situation. 
The First Suggestion is that you look 
forward on the course, as well as back. 
It is every group’s responsibility, no 
matter how many are in the group, to 
keep up with the group in front. If you 
cannot do so then let the group behind 
through to fill the gap.
The Second Suggestion is that you are 
always ready to play when it is your 
turn. We all play the course regularly 
therefore know how we will play each 
shot before we get to it. Only the first 
player in each group needs a little extra 
time to prepare for their shot everyone 
else should be ready, club in hand, to 
play thereafter.
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The Betty Singleton Trophy 
Day 2015. 
One of the highlights of the ladies 
section golfing year is The Betty  
Singleton Open Competition and this year 
was no exception. We had 180 ladies out on 
the course braving quite testing but not 
ferocious conditions. 

Roz Purdom as in previous years did a 
wonderful job of sorting out applications 
and preparing the draw. This allows the 
Committee to concentrate on the  
organisation of the actual day. Setting up 
the registration desk, the bottle and plant 
tombola, the raffle prizes, the signage ,the 
prize table and even polishing the trophy! 
Thank you to all my committee and those 
lady members who volunteered to help out 
wherever was needed…it does take team 
work. Special thanks must go to our ladies 
secretary Sheila Shedden who does a  
power of work behind the scenes and was a 
fabulous right hand woman! 

The ladies section always like to make the 
Clubhouse look a little bit special for this 
event and so Trisha and Muriel again 
arranged the beautiful flowers throughout 
…thank you both. Of course the challenge 
is the golf course!!! and the foursomes  
format does not allow for many mistakes!  

Iain and Anne Hope - Winners of Mixed Open

MIXED OPEN 

This year’s Mixed Open was held on 
Sunday 9th August with 196 players 
taking part.

The Stuart and Ella Downie Memorial 
Trophy was won by Prestwick St 
Nicholas Members Iain and Anne 
Hope with a nett 65.5 and the Scratch 
Prize was won by Alistair and Alex 
Glennie from Barassie with a Gross 78.

Congratulations to both couples.

 



target was £30,000 their goal was to raise 
£10,000 for the life changing lift facility. 
George approached the Club and was 
offered the use of the course and the 
Clubhouse on Sunday 30th August for a 
charity day and the ‘Bring Kevin Home’ 
event was born.
On the day 208 mostly member paid £15 
each to play their own course for this 
great cause. They were blessed with some 
of the best weather this summer and the 
day was an outstanding success. The final 
scores were also spectacular with only one 
shot separating the six podium places.
The winning team, decided on the better 
inward ball with a score of 120, com-
prised of Ronnie Dick, Greg Watson, 
Paul Bryan and Ian Angus. The Prize-
giving evening was conducted by our 

Match and Handicap Secretary’s, Gordon 
McKinlay and Jim McNairney who 
showcased their auctioneering skills to a 
packed audience. The auction brought the 
final total raised for the event to £7,500, 
enough to secure the family’s goal and 
allow them to bring Kevin home. Well 
done to everyone who helped organise and 
administer the day. Thank you also to the 
members and their guests who took part. 
George and his family would like to thank 
everyone through the Club Newsletter 
from the bottom of their hearts.
If you would like to donate you can still 
do so by going online at
http://www.gofundme.com/mz3d00.

CONGRATULATIONS  
to our new ladies Club Champion, Moyra 
Withycombe.  

The final of the 2015 Ladies Champion-
ship was played in the rain, the wind and 
the hailstones and the two finalists Roz 
Purdom and Moyra Withycombe just 
battled on! The match was a close one 
with Moyra sinking a lovely putt at the 
seventeenth to seal the victory!   

Congratulations to Moyra and commisera-
tions to Roz. The match was played in a 
friendly and respectful spirit...just what 
you’d expect from Moyra and Roz. Well 
done ladies.

COILA CUP FINAL 
The Coila Cup final was played on 
Sunday 6 September between John 
Jess and Stuart Anderson. As both 
play off a handicap of 9 the scene 
was set for an evenly balanced 
match. 
The Vice Captain refereed the game 
and although competitive he reported 
a friendly and social game played in a 
manner befitting the occasion. 
The first nine was a bit of a ‘ding 
dong’ battle with John finally being 1 
up at the turn. Thereafter fortunes-
favoured Stuart who won the match 4 
and 2 on the 16th green. 

Congratulations to both players for  
reaching the final and to Stuart for 
winning his first major trophy at the 
Club.

THE FOGGO-ELLIS TROPHY 
Our inaugural Senior Club Championship 
final was also played on Sunday 6 
September. This new scratch competition was 
open to all male members aged 60 or older. The 
top 16 scratch scores from the May Hourston 
Trophy qualified for the knockout matchplay. 
The eventual winner receiving the new Foggo-
Ellis Trophy, named after our two illustrious 
past Match and Handicap Secretaries in 
recognition of the many years of dedicated 
service they provided to the Club. The two 
finalists were Alan Ireland Billy Wilson who 
made it a great family affair by 
having their sons Scott Ireland and Derek 
Wilson on their respective bags. In testing 

weather conditions Billy got off to a great start 
completing the front 9 one over par and took a 
4 hole lead. Alan fought hard on the back nine 
but was unable to close the gap. The match 
was concluded on the 16th green with both 
players shooting birdie 3’s. The record will 
show that Billy won by 4 and 3. Both Malcolm 
and Bob attended the presentation ceremony 
and the moment was recorded for history by 
our staff photographer back at Prestwick St 
Nicholas Golf Club.

Club Championship 
‘Johnston takes the Championship’

Not so much a ‘duel in the sun’ more a 
cloudy moderate and stiff changing wind 
late evening duel to decide the Club 
Champion this year. Notwithstanding the 
weather this game was just as exciting as 
the world 
famous event at Turnberry.
A  small gallery of eight members 
watched Kevin Brock, a winner on two 
previous years, play big hitter Jim John-
ston on Tuesday 15 September to settle 
the prestigious Club 
Championship title. Kevin is well known 
within the Club for his golfing abilities 
while Jim, an Intermediate member plays 
a lot of his golf at Belleisle GC.
Both players dealt well with the 
conditions and the nerves and played 
quality golf over the piece. The 
Captain who refereed was reduced only to 
a scorer as the pair settled any 
decisions in the usual good mannerly golf 
spirit which our Club is well known for.
Kevin took an early lead at the 4th which 
he increased to two up at the 6th. Jim held 
on and brought the match back to all 
square through the 10th,11th and 12th. 
Going 1 up at the 13th  Jim held onto this 
lead until the 17th when he won the game 
two and one. 

Congratulations to our new Club Cham-
pion 2015 Jim Johnston and to runner up 
Kevin Brock for an excellent display of 
golf well appreciated by the small but 
knowledgeable gallery of members. 

LET’S GET KEVIN HOME
It is a story that touched all our hearts. 
Long time member George Hannah’s son 
Kevin, sustained a serious spinal injury 
on 6 December 2014 having fallen down 
stairs at his home and breaking his neck. 
Since that time George and his family 
have been tirelessly fundraising to install 
a specialised through-floor lift which will 
allow Kevin to come home and live as 
normally as possible. While the overall 
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