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P R E S T W I C K  S T  N I C H O L A S  G O L F  C L U B

CAPTAIN’S LOG 
Douglas Urquhart 
We have surveyed the members 
and held a Members Forum where 
the Scottish Golf Development 
Officer teased out just what 
members like and dislike about the 
club. My personal thanks to the 
members who attended and 
enthusiastically took part in the 
Forum evening this month. We did 
not all agree with what was good 
and bad in the club but we did 
agree we all cared about the club. 
The committee now has the hard 
work to make sense of it all and 
produce a strategy for the club. 

We have started to plan for the 
future with the creation of a ‘Little 
Nicks’ group of 7 - 9 years old who 
get an introduction to the game 
each Sunday! Followed by the 
10-14 year old juniors and then the 
14-18 years olds who play on the 
course. The junior section has a 
long way to go but has already 
turned round and is building up 
hopefully for next year. Please give 
all our young golfers 
encouragement and time, they 
have to learn. The Junior room has 
been decorated and now has new 
seating and a modern TV. 

The Intermediate members 
category aged 18-30 years is now 
full simply because we have made 
this category so attractive to young 
golfers. All of this is preparation 
today for tomorrow. 
We must start the groundwork now 
to move St Nicholas to a category 1 
governance club. We have 
produced Roles and 
Responsibilities for our Conveners 
and set out rules for our committee 
meetings. We circulate a lot of 
information to committee before 
the meeting to speed up and 
improve the quality of the decision 
making process. We have a 
number of sub-groups who 
research and pursue various topics 
in some detail and then report to 
the main committee. All of this is 
groundwork to move the 
management of the club forward.  
The Ladies section remains 
supportive of the club and has 
continued to punch above its 
weight particularly at our recent 
Charity Day.  Thanks to everyone 
who donated to the club Charity 
Day, who took part in the day, 
purchased a raffle ticket, bought an 
item at the auction and helped 
with the planning and 
administration on the day. We use 
the tag ‘golf giving something 
back’ for our charity day. Well you 
raised £6000 pounds and that is 
something to be very proud off. 

MEMBERS’ FORUM 
The Members’ Forum on 9 June 
was attended by 58 members. 
Captain Douglas introduced the 
evening reminding everyone that 
the committee's journey to better 
communicate and listen to 
members views was very important 

to him. He said that everything was 
not rosy in’ ‘golf club land’  and it 
was vital that we do not continue to 
stagger from year to year using the 
financial cushion of the members. 
He underlined these days are 
gone.  
The moderator for the evening was 
Claire Middleton, Scottish Golf 
Club Development Officer for  the 
Scottish Golf Union who spoke 
about the need for golf clubs to 
plan for the future and to take on 
board the views of the members 
who are the stakeholders of every 
club. 
A long list of club good points and 
weaknesses was then supplied by 
the audience and noted for 
committees information. 
At one point Claire produced this 
statement from the comments 
made, “with all year round 
playability, surrounded by 
stunning scenic views you will find 
this course is a fair challenge of 
your golfing abilities and in the 
superb clubhouse a friendly 
welcome from members and staff 
alike awaits at Prestwick St 
Nicholas GC.”   

Do you recognise that description? 

Captain Douglas thanked everyone 
for their honest and enthusiastic 
contributions in particular he said 
he did not agree with the criticism 
about car parking as he has not 
experienced any problems parking 
his car over the last two months! 
The evening finished with a big 
thank you to Claire and Ladies 
Section Captain Annette who acted 
as scribe for the event. 



  

LADY CAPTAIN’S NEWS 
Annette Paterson 
I accept that I am a very 
competitive person and in golf 
the stroke play competitions 
are where we match ourselves 
against the course and the 
conditions. This is the 
challenge and what golf is all 
about. In the ladies section we 
enjoy a variety of formats to 
meet that challenge. 
Stableford.. Greensomes.. 
Foursomes.. Match play… 9 
hole and a Texas Scramble 
thrown in for good measure. 
We hope this makes the game 
of golf more accessible for 
everyone. 

As Lady Captain I am always 
trying to encourage our new 
members to participate in as 
many competitions as possible. 
This allows new members to 

become familiar with the 
format, the ballot, the rules, 
how to mark a card and to play 
with new people. Our more 
experienced golfers are there 
to help and encourage new 
golfers to enjoy our beautiful 
golf course. 

LADIES SECTION 
CAPTAIN’S DAY 
My Captains Day was wet and 
windy and the 36 ladies who 
took part needed their 
thermals...in June! They all took 
up the challenge and only a 
few gave up early. The 
refreshments at the 14th were 
geared for a sunny summer’s 
day with a cool Pimms awaiting 
the brave. However I think the 
windswept ladies were glad of 
a short rest! 

Thank you to all who 
supported me and well done 
to the trophy winner Moira 
Scott. 

CAR PARKING 
CONSIDERATION   
It has been noted by the 
Committee that there have 
been many instances of cars 

being parked in 
the car park 
without 
consideration to 
other users.  Cars 

have been parked 'outwith' the 
white lines causing other users 
difficulty in moving around the 
car park as they come in and 
out. Please respect the parking 
bays in the car park and have 
consideration for other users, 
and delivery wagons, when 
parking your car. 

WINTER LEAGUE 
Congratulations to Prestwick St 
Nicholas, who triumphed in the 
winter league played between 
Prestwick St Nicholas, Troon 
Portland, Troon St Meddans and 
Troon Welbeck golf clubs. This was 
the first time both scratch and 
handicap teams were fielded and 
proved to be very popular.   
Sincere thanks go to Alistair 
Belford, Sandy Buchanan, Kevin 
Brock, John Ashton, Gary Tierney, 
Stevie King, Alan Poole, Calum 

Nairn, Russell Whittaker, Graham 
Johnstone, Johnny MacMillan, 
David Coid, Graham Boyle, Andy 
McIntyre, Gordon Adams, Scott 
Low and Colin Ramsay who 
competed in these matches.   

ROGER CASKET SENIOR 
OPEN 
This Open Competition was held 
on the 11/6/15. Once again this 
competition was fully subscribed 
reflecting the positive reputation it 
has earned over the many years it 
has been played. The golf course 

received many compliments from 
visiting competitors who were 
blessed with some rare good 
weather. The CSS was 70 for both 
home and away players. The overall 
winner was Douglas Thow 
(Prestwick St Nicholas). The winner 
in the 50-59 age group was Drew 
Boyd (Prestwick St Nicholas), the 
winner in the 60-69 age group was 
Mike Robinson (Eastwood) and the 
winner in the 70+ age group was R 
Bruce (Cawder). 

DIARY DATES 
1. LADIES OUTING TO 

CAWDER GOLF CLUB - 

THURSDAY 16 JULY 

2. BOYS OPEN - MONDAY 27 

JULY 

3. BETTY SINGLETON  - 

FRIDAY 31 JULY 

4. MIXED OPEN - SUNDAY 9 

AUGUST 

5. ARROL CUP - SATURDAY 19 

SEPTEMBER



As you know we have had to 
bring up the new website 
early. Luckily it was already in 
development but this has 
meant that it is in a ‘work in 
progress’ phase. Please ‘bear 
with us’ and watch as it 
develops section by section. 
We would not have chosen to 
do it this way – but ‘needs 
must’! Any feedback on it is 
very welcome. This was a cold and wet day, but the brave “Little Nicks” 

gather with Gareth at the practice nets before one of their 
weekly coaching sessions and were rewarded with their 
super cool golf caps!!

“LETS GET KEVIN HOME” 

Club Member, George 
Hannah is organising a Charity 
Fund Raiser for his charity 
‘Let’s Get Kevin Home’ on 
Sunday 30th August 2015. His 

Son, Kevin, was tragically 
paralysed by a fall and to get 
him home George needs to 
make significant alterations to 
his house to accommodate 
Kevin. The Committee agreed 
he should be given access to 
the Course and Clubhouse to 
organise a fundraising golf 
event. Look out for details and 
support him by taking part. 

THE NICKSON & BOYD 
TROPHIES 
These were played for at the end 
of May. Unfortunately both 
Trophies were won by Members 
of Prestwick St Cuthbert Golf 
Club. However the runner up in 
the Boyd Trophy was Prestwick St 
Nicholas Golf Club member 
Derek Wilson. Congratulations to 
you Derek. Our Vice Captain 
David Campbell refereed this 
Final. 

LITTLE NICKSWEBSITE 

  

GREENSIDE 

The recent dry spell has 
resulted in little growth and 
the irrigation system has had 
to be used extensively during 
the nights. Selective 
weedkiller has been applied to 
areas of the course but, as 
usual, takes time to act. The 
wooden fencing down the 1st 
fairway has been replaced like 
for like since the old fencing 
was untidy and beyond 
repair. Unfortunately the 
White Lines have had to be 
reinstated to demark the 
approaches to the greens and 
prohibit trollies from these 
areas.

NOTE* 
JAMES MARTIN SALVER (MIXED) –  with Supper Dance in the evening - Saturday 15 August.


