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P R E S T W I C K  S T  N I C H O L A S  G O L F  C L U B

CAPTAIN’S LOG 
Douglas Urquhart 
‘Members go where they want to 
but stay where they are valued’ 
We are committed this year to 
financial security and a steady and 
growing membership base. We are 
very aware of the result if we lose 
member numbers quickly at this 
time of the year. 
To mitigate this risk we have 
recruited all year round and to date 
this hard work throughout the year 
has just started to pay off. 
Members are also now more aware 
than ever that it is their 
responsibility to get new members. 
While we offer incentives to help it 
is the determined common sense 
approach of existing members that 
has proved to be so successful in 
the area of membership 
recruitment. Don't get too excited 
there is still a long way to go.  
Another important revenue stream 
is visitors. Of course members 
become concerned when they see 
a conflict between visitors times 
and their normal playing time. 
Members again deserve to be 
congratulated for their acceptance 
in this area. Next time you become 
aware of a visitor in the clubhouse 
or on the links smile and ask them 
how they are enjoying their visit. 
They might just have contributed 

to keeping your subs down next 
year and your friendly manner may 
be enough to persuade them to 
come back. 
We have budgeted for some 
improvements to the course and 
the clubhouse and these you will 
see develop as the year goes on. 
So we are in a reasonable place for 
the start of the golfing year and the 
links are about to bloom just like 
the gorse flower. What's the point 
of this…simply that  your 
committee is very aware of the 
opening quote and everything we 
and our staff do is intended to add 
to the value of your membership in 
the 2015/16 golf season. 
ETIQUETTE 
“It has been noticed that some members 
are practising to greens and from 
bunkers. 
We would like to draw your attention 
to the club rules regarding practice. 
• Playing more than two balls is 

deemed to constitute practice. 
• Practice pitching on to greens, 

practice putting on the 18th green, 
practice from greenside 
bunkers, and practice iron play 
from fairways is not permitted.  

• When practising from the rough or 
areas adjacent to fairways, 
members should not leave unsightly 
divot marks. 

It has also been noticed that a few 
members take their caddy cars on to tees 
and the approaches to the greens. 
This is also covered in the etiquette 
section of  our club rules: 
“Caddy cars must not be taken on to 
greens, the approaches to greens or the 
teeing areas.” 
If  everyone follows these rules it will 
save us from having to paint unsightly 
white lines around our approaches and 
it will help reduce compaction on the 
tees.” 

MEMBERS FORUM 
Some members say that a golf club 
is a business, others say it is not. 
Well whatever it is there is general 
agreement it must be run in a 
business like manner and a 
business needs direction. It is 
Committees’ view that the 
members are the key stakeholders 
and therefore should have a say in 
any plan for the future. Golf club 
members however are generally 
not amenable to change.  
Our system of replacing the 
captain and a quarter of the 
committee members each year has 
much merit. It does not however 
always lend itself to continuity of 
future planning, hence the need 
for a Business Plan.The purpose of 
a Business Plan is ironically not to 
produce a plan but to eventually 
produce ‘a result’ the plan is simply 
a pathway to take us there. 
Captain Douglas said ,” the  
members forum should be seen as 
an honest step to have members 
share in the club's vision of the 
future. What is important to you? 
What should we do more of? What 
should we do less of? When you 
have decided on your wish list in 
what order should committee 
pursue it? If finances are tight what 
should be tackled first? 
A successful members forum might 
just answer some of those 
questions.” 
The members forum will be held 
at 7pm on Tuesday 9 June within 
the main lounge of the clubhouse. 
Light refreshments will be 
supplied. To  assist with the 
administration please  let the 
office know in advance if you wish 
to attend or append your name to 
the lists on the Club notice-boards. 
Please note that all categories of 
members are welcome to attend. 



LADY CAPTAIN’S LOG 
Annette Paterson 
Looking back 100 years ago the 
ladies of St Nicholas were 
committed to raising funds to help 
the war effort and most of their 
competition money was donated 
to straight to the war fund or other 
deserving charities such as the 
Serbian Red cross or the Scottish 
Fund for limbless soldiers.  
It is wonderful that one hundred 
years later the ladies of St Nicholas 
are continuing the tradition of 
raising funds for good causes. My 
charity this year is the Ayrshire 
Hospice and I do hope the lady 
golfers of 1915 would be happy 
with my choice. 
Still looking back in time ...our fun 
day on June 25th is going to have a 
Gatsby theme! So get reading 
your F Scott Fitzgerald ladies and 
look out your flapper outfits. Vice 
Captain Sheena and I are still 

thinking up ideas for on and off 
the course but I’m sure Grant will 
be able to come up with a Gatsby 
cocktail. Put that date in your diary 
ladies. 

LADIES DAY 
Ladies Day was held on Saturday 
May 9th and a wonderful 76 
players took part. The weather was 
sunny with a refreshing breeze and 
we had some really good golf 
scores despite the imbibing of on 
course tipples! Sheena’s damson 
brandy was a favourite of Captain 
Douglas! 
The top three were:  

• 1st Diane and Murray Liddle 
• 2nd Alex and Christine McLeod 
• 3rd Anne Grant and John Bryson 

The day was finished off with a 70s 
disco in the evening ...we knew all 
the words of the songs and the 
dance floor was never empty...a 
really enjoyable end to our Ladies 
day event. Thank you everyone. 
Let’s look forward to a wonderful 
summer of golf ladies and 
participation is the key to the 
success of our ladies section and 
of the golf club… remember... the 
love /the buzz and the glow! 

UFO OVER PRESTWICK 
ST NICHOLAS! 
No just a Drone! We are doing ‘fly-bys’ 
of each hole to enhance the coverage of 
the Course for the upgrade of the Club 

Website, which will be on-line very 
soon. These are to be done on Monday/
Tuesday 25th/26th May whilst the 
course is closed, and empty, before the 
Nickson Trophy. This is a safety 
precaution.

GREENSIDE 
The greens have been fed and 
treated for moss in preparation for 
club championship qualifying and 
the Nickson Trophy.  
The meadow grasses are showing 
early signs of seeding, which 
usually brings the course on. The 
recent cold snap was a bit of a 
setback for us after a two-week 
warm spell. 
Work has started on creating run-off 
areas from some greens, most 
notably the 7th, 10th, 11th, 15th 
and 16th.  
The greenkeepers have also started 
spraying for weeds, although it can 

take up to a month for the effect of 
this to be noticeable. 

Winners Diane & Murray Liddle

"Members please note that the 
practice nets should only be 
used in accordance with the 
notification posted:  Play must 
be toward the sea only for safety 
reasons.  Please be aware of 
pedestrians passing behind the 
nets when practising and take 
care when the wind is from the 
East as balls may bounce back 
from the wooden backboards."

DIARY DATES 
1. SUMMER DANCE  - 

SATURDAY 13 JUNE 

2. CHARITY DAY - MONDAY 

15 JUNE 

3. OPEN DAY - SATURDAY 21 

JUNE 

4. BOY’S OPEN - MONDAY 27 

JULY 

5. BETTY SINGLETON  - 

FRIDAY 31 JULY 

6. MIXED OPEN - SUNDAY 9 

AUGUST

Charity Day  – Monday 15 June, holes can be sponsored for £100, an entry in the Match Brochure will acknowledge that, or donations can be put in the Bottle on the Club Bar



Colin 
Ramsay
MATCH AND 
HANDICAP  
CONVENOR
I was late to golf 
and did not start 

playing regularly until my mid 30's 
which goes some way to explain my 
home made swing. I retired 5 years 
ago (or became unemployed ) having 
spent many years living but not 
working in My beloved Scotland. My 
career was focused entirely within the 
Aerospace and Defence industry, 
holding positions in Engineering and 
General Management.

My interest in the game of golf is not 
restricted to playing, having recently 
attended and passed the R&A level 2 
rules examinations. I am an 
enthusiastic club member, who, when 
not playing, can be seen enjoying the 
après golf our fine club provides. 
I am married to Lesley and we have 
two fabulous boys.

John MacLachlan 
HEAD GREENKEEPER
John is 46-years-old and has been 
head greenkeeper at St Nicholas 
since 1998. 
Before being lured here he was 
head greenkeeper at Brunston 
Castle and spent nine years at 
Turnberry, helping to prepare 
those famous links for two Open 

Championships – in 1986 and 
1994. 
As you might expect, John is an 
accomplished golfer, however his 
six handicap has suffered a bit 
since he broke an arm after falling 
off a ladder at his Girvan home 

two years ago. 
He also enjoys 
fly-fishing and 
walking.  
Happily 
married, John is 
a proud father 
of two 
daughters and 

recently became a grandfather for 
the first time.  
In his 16 years at St Nicholas John 
has seen many changes but says 
the one constant has been the 
support he has received from the 
various captains, committee and 
members. 
It was John who, along with the 
committee of the day, decided to 
bring the maintenance of 
machinery in-house – saving the 
club around £25,000 in outside 
contractors’ fees. 
John said: “The various captains 
and committee members have 
been very supportive of the work 
we do and I’ve always been given 
what I asked for. It’s not every 
greenkeeper who can say that. 
“Turnberry was great experience 
for me, learning from the experts 
the R&A brought in to get the 

course ready for the Open,” he 
said. 
“In 1986 I was just a junior on the 
greenkeeping staff but I cut the 
grass on the 17th green and got a 
real kick when Greg Norman sunk 
a five-foot putt for a par there to 
all but seal the title.”

Across   1. Guttie   4. Greg Norman   6. Amen Corner   8. Five Minutes   11. Hybrid   13. Valderama   Down    2. Tony Jacklin   
3. Links   5. King   7. Maiden   9. Sandy Lyle   10. Condor   12. Eagle

Crossword Answers April 2015

MEMBERSHIP 

It is that time of year again when 
we know how many Playing 
Members we have lost from our 
midst and we will need to 
replace them to keep our 
Membership levels healthy. As 
members you can help by 
introducing New Members to 
maintain our Membership 
numbers for next year. Thanks 

CORPORATE 
MEMBERSHIP 

Can you help us? The 
Membership Sub Committee 
are looking to improve the 
number of Corporate 
Memberships – is there anyone 
who has the desire to help the 
Club by masterminding an 
initiative to increase the number 
of Corporate Memberships we 
have?  Please talk to any 
Committee Member if you feel 
you could help us.

60 YEARS MEMBERSHIP MARKED BY THE 
CLUB 
On Tuesday 5 may the club marked 60 years of unbroken membership 
by William Parker by hosting a lunch within the clubhouse also 
attended by three of his friends and his family. The Captain, Vice 
Captain and club Secretary represented the club. Captain Douglas 
presented William with his 60 year badge and a decanter and glasses 
William thanked the club for their generosity and added that the 
clubhouse and the links had improved immensely since his joining  
year in 1955. He said he was overwhelmed with the club's generosity. 
The Captain congratulated William and said that despite the expense 
of his gift, after 60 years of paying his subs the club remained in 
profit.Douglas Urquhart & William Parker


