
 

From the Committee Room: 
AGM 2014 In Brief 
This year’s AGM which was held in the clubhouse on 27 March 2014 was initially attended by total 
of 139 voting members and 6 Honorary members although more members turned up as the 
meeting progressed. Before handing over his Captaincy, Gary Tierney reported that the Club was 
38 Ordinary members short and the resulting loss of income was a major factor in setting the 
2014/15 budget. The Committee asked those assembled to approve motions calling for a £46 
increase in the Ordinary annual subscription and a further one-off levy of £50 on every member to 
make up for the financial shortfall. Despite a number of opposing views both these motions were 
approved after receiving the requisite majority support from the members present.   
Other Committee motions approved will mean some members will wait a few years longer for a 
discount on their subs and the discounts they do receive will be smaller. However the Committee 
did not have it all their own way as a motion to remove voting rights from senior/veteran members 
who pay discounted subscriptions was roundly defeated.  A proposal to enter into a limited joint 
membership arrangement with East Renfrewshire Golf Club also defeated overwhelmingly. John 
Stobie has now taken over as Captain and underlined the fact that the financial health of the club 
and maintaining a top quality golf links would remain the Committee’s priorities throughout the 
coming year. 
 
Course Information: 
On Fri 2

nd
 May course to be clear by 1.30 for Irvine Probus club 

On Mon and Tues 26
th
 & 27

th
 May course is to be clear by 2.00 for Nickson Trophy 

 

 
 

 
Golf Buggy: 
 
Bill McHaffie thinks the addition of the motorised buggie at Prestwick 
St Nicholas Golf Club is a fantastic asset for the Club and in particular 
those members, guests and visitors who under their own steam would 
not be able to play at all or for those who, like himself could only 
manage a few holes before having to “retire”. Members who make 
use of the buggie now have the opportunity to come down to the Club, 
socialise both in the Club and on the course and can and continue to 
enjoy these social and golfing pleasures over an extended period of 
their live which otherwise they would not be able to do. 
 

 

Captains Log: 
 
Welcome to the first edition of the St Nicholas Link, the club’s newsletter. Committee have 
considered for some time now how we communicate with the membership, what sort of topics we 
should report on, what the members would like to see and hear and how often we should publish 
the newsletter. All of these issues and more will be explored over the coming weeks and months. 
Right now, as we all prepare to start the new season and having just come through one of the 
wettest winters in history, I’m sure you will agree with me that the Links are in great condition and 
testament to the efforts of our Head Greenkeeper John Maclachlan and his greenkeeping staff. 
Here’s hoping that the weather through spring and summer remains kind to us and that the course 
continues to flourish. 
In the meantime I wish everyone an enjoyable and hopefully successful golfing season. 
 
John Stobie, Captain      

 



 

In-House: 
At the end of March the carpets were cleaned in the John Gray Room and the reception 
areas to get rid of the grime of winter. 
Work is starting to give the Pro Shop more storage area in the roof void above it. This will be 
boarded out and an access ladder installed. 
We have had two unexpected costs with both a Chill Storage Unit and a Washing Machine 
suffering irreparable breakage. Both are out of their contracts but have to be replaced for 
Environmental and Safety reasons and the smooth running of the Club. 
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Seniors: 
Started in July last year, after an exploratory meeting, this group has continued to develop 
with over 300 rounds played by its members thus far. 
It plays on Mondays, in harmony with the ‘Blue Medals’ during the summer and continues 
through the winter. It recently had its ‘end of winter’ lunch at which the Winter Winners were 
announced. 
The Group is organised by Hugh McHail, Kevin Scott, Jim McCardel and Bill Rae and they 
create a programme to play in a variety of formats, the dates for which can be seen on the 
upstairs notice board. Why not have a look? 
 The Group meets every Monday morning at 10.30 for a draw at 10.40 and tee-off from 11.00. 
All Members over 55 are welcome to come along for a relaxing game of golf in the company 
of good friends. 
 

Competition Corner: 
As we go to print there are still spaces in the Greensomes competition on Sunday 27

th
 April 

(entry sheet at Gentleman’s Notice Board) and you are reminded that the Competitions on 
11

th
, 14

th
 and 17

th
 May are the Qualifying Competitions for the Club Championship and the 

Coila Cup. 
The ‘Blue Medal’ Competitions have been restarted for the Summer months and are on the 
SECOND and FOURTH Mondays of each month. Arrangements to play are the same as 
Hourston Trophy Wednesdays - book a time or just turn up to get a game. 
 
 

19th Hole 

 

 

 

Jamie Mac 

 Swing Night 

– Saturday 

19 April 2014 

 

The attention of 

members is 

drawn to the 

next cabaret 

evening at the 

Club consisting 

of dinner and 

entertainment 

from popular 

singer Jamie 

Mac. This will 

be the first of 

several live acts 

booked to 

appear at the 

club this year. 

 

Ladies: 
Saturday 10

th
 May is LADIES DAY with a Mixed Competition for the JT Smillie Trophy and 

Qualification for the Club Mixed Knockout.  You choose your own partners and there is a 
SUPPER and DANCE in the Evening. 
 

Juniors: 
Following an initiative in Local Schools there is to be a TASTER DAY organized for Juniors. 
Watch the Boards and Newsletters for more information about this. 
 

Greenside: 
As you will notice, 12 greens have been enlarged following some sprinkler heads being 
moved. This is to give more pin positions allowing parts of the green to be protected against 
heavy wear. Help John and his team by repairing pitch marks all over the greens - the sooner 
repaired the sooner healed! 
We are also awaiting the delivery of new trees to be put at the corner of the road on the 16

th
 

fairway. This, it is hoped, will reduce claims against the club due to stray shots. 
There are new signs out on the Course which have been recommended because of Health 
and Safety. Two in particular relate to ‘Waiting for the Bell’ at the 4

th
 and 6

th
 - this means that 

the bell should be rung by the preceding players at these holes. Please make this part of 
your routine on the course. 
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